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ADVERTISEMENT.

IT
was the Author's original Intention

to have added feveral Letters more,

particularly on the following Subjects.

iji. A Polity for rendering the Eng-

UJJi Nation more beloved, -and lets hated

abroad than it is at prefent: Or an At-

tempt towards perfuading us, that the

Gofpel Maxim of cultivating Peace on

Earth, and Good-will towards Men,

[inftead of infixing that all Nations

mould bow down before us, and do O-

beyfance at Sea] is the bell: Rule for na-

tional Politics.

2d. A "Polity for turning fume Millions

of the public Funds into circulating

Notes ;. together with a Ftjicme for

tfldklTi '.'



[ vi ]

making a Beginning towards paying the

national Debt, and for advancing the

Credit of the Stocks, without additional

Taxes.

^d. A Polity for giving Freedom and

Equality to Commerce, and for removing

all Monopolies and Exclufions, both in-

ternal and external.

4*Z\ A Polity for preventing the Fre-

quency of Robberies, and for approach-

ing towards King Alfred's Plan for

that purpofe, as nearly as the Circum-

stances of a commercial Nation will

permit.

5M. A Polity for building Cottages on

a Part of our prefent Wafte- Lands, and

for promoting the Growth .of Timber,

Hemp, aiv.1 Flax on other Parts of the fame.

6th.
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6th. A Polity for conftituting a Guard

Marine on different Parts of our Coafts,

fo as to enable the Nation to carry on a

dejenfive War aconfiderable Time, with-

out prefling Sailors, or deranging the

Operations of Commerce.

jt/ily. A Polity for encouraging in-

duflrious Foreigners, who have Money

in our Funds, and can promote the Sale

of our Manufactures in foreign Countries,

to come and fettle among us.

These were the Objects of his firft

Intentions ; which he may either carry

on, or difcontinue, according as his pre-

fent Endeavours mall be received.

LET-





LETTER I.

THE OCCASION OF THE WORK.

My Lord,

A MAN of your Lordfhip's Rank,

and in your Station, will not

want Addrefles of fome Sort, or other.

Mine perhaps will be as equally remote

both from fulfome Flattery, and grofs

Abufe, as any you can receive. It will,

I fuppofe, contain fome Truths not alto-

gether agreable to your Lordfhip's Ear ;

yet fuch as you had Reafon to expect

would come from a Quarter, where fo

much Juftice would not be done to your

Lordfhip's Character, as I intend to do.

And if to this I fhould be fo happy as to

fuggeft any Hint, which may be of ufe

to you in your minifterial Capacity, I flat-

ter myfelf, you will not think me the

worfl Correfpondent you ever had.

B Some
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Some Years ago, when your Lordfhip

firft began your political Career, you

honoured the Dean of Glocefter, with a

Vifit at Briftol -, and you were pleafed to

repeat it. The Purport of thefe Vifits

was, to defire my Opinion in Writing

concerning the beft Regulations for thofe

four Iflands, which the French had ceded

to us by Treaty. I waited on your Lord-

fhip at Bowood, and brought my Papers

with me ;—though I ventured to fay at

the fame Time, that I hardly thought

thefe Iflands, or any other Acquifitions,

at fo great a Diftance from the Mother

Country, worth the Cofts both of Men
and Money, which had been, and would

be, beftowed on them. Your Lordfhip

then took me into your Pleafure Grounds,

and there read one or two Letters from a

Nobleman of the fir ft Confequence ; to

which you added a Comment :—" You,
" fee, Sir, how much it may be in my
" Power to ferve my Friends, and pro-

" mote deferving Men. I Hi all be e\-

quifiteh
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cjuifitely happy in confidering you
11 among the Number."—To which I

made Anfwer, My Lord, I JJiall exeatfe

the Tajk you have been pleafed toJet me, to

the beft of tny Abilities. As to any Views

ofPreferment, though I humbly thank your

Lord/hip for your kind Intentions, 1 have

none at all ; being quite contented with my
Station. It was very vifible, that this

Anfwer rather chagrined, than pleafed

you -, and that the Peer did not expect

fuch a Speech from the Prieft.

Soon after this your Lordfhip changed

Sides, and became as violently antiminifte-

rial, as you had been minifterial before.

This, of Courfe, made no Alteration in

my Hopes, or Fears ; tho' I own, it caufed

fome Variation in my Opinion concerning

the political Merit of a certain great Man.

—To confirm me, that I was not mif-

taken, a Pamphlet appeared fome Time

afterwards [faid to be written by a young

fmart diflenting Minifler, who had fre-

B 2 quent
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quent Accefs to your Lordfhip] wherein,

befides the ufual Strain of Scurrility and

Abufe, I was alio reproached with being

a Minifterial Scribler, hired to write a-

gainft the Colonies. This, I own, ra-

ther furprifed me, becaufe I thought it

hard to be thus ftigmatifed, after the Con-

veriation which had paffed between us.

But now I am taught, by long Experi-

ence, to be furprifed at nothing. Even

very lately your Lordfhip hath munifi-

cently rewarded two of my Antagonifts

for their meritorious Deeds. Whether

this will not draw upon you the Expecta-

tions and Clamours of Twenty more, I

leave to your Lordihip to determine. For

my own Part, as it is a Matter of perfect

Indifference to me, I only beg Leave to

inform you, that the Catalogue of thofe

who have equal Merit with an Ibbetson,

or an Est wick, is very great, and every

Day encrealing. There is a Dr. Dun-
bar, a Dr. Towers, a Major Cart-
WRight, a Mr. Northcote, with

numberlefs
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numberlefs anonymous Writers in News-

papers and Magazines ;—not to mention

one or two Poets, and Haifa Dozen Poe-

tafters. Heavens! what a Lift of Locki-

an Heroes !

Si Pcrgama dextris

Defendi pojjtnt, etiam HIS defenfa fnijfent*

Yes, my Lord, all thefe having en-

lifted themfelves under the glorious Ban-

ners of Hefted Independence, have a

Right to demand thofe Rewards they have

fo well deferved. And therefore you

muft expect to hear their own delightful

and pithy Sentence, Give us our

Rights, ever founding in your Ears. In-

deed, to confefs the Truth, I think thefe

doughty Champions of the republican

Caufe, have not Scope enough at prefent

for the Difplay of their great Abilities.

They are confined within too narrow

Bounds : And therefore, if I dared to

compare fuch noble Beings as they are,

to thofe vile Animals, which chew the

Cud
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Cud,—I would fay, that for Want of

new Matter, they have been too long

chewing the Cud on one, or two meagre

Proportions, [which, whether true, or

falfe, were nothing to the Purpofe] in-

stead of freih Pafture to feed upon. In

Pity therefore to their diftreffed Cafe, I

do promife to give them Plenty of frefh

Food, fuitable to their Palates, before I

clofe this Work.

But, my Lord, my Reafons for ad-

dreffing myfelf to your Lordmip in this

public Manner, are not merely perfonal.

As I have dedicated my Time and Ta-

lents to the Service of my Country, yet,

as is well known, without neglecting

the proper Duties of my Profemon, and

that too [incredibile dicJu] without Fee

or Reward ;—I have the Satisfaction to

believe, that there is not a Man in Great-

Britain, but is inwardly convinced, that

it would have been happy for us, had the

Advice I gave, been taken many Years
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ago. Your Lordfhip, on the contrary,

ever fince you changed Sides, hath been

a moft diftinguifhed Member of that il-

luftrious Band, to which not only this

Country, but America alfo, and Ireland

have Obligations not a few, and long to

be remembered.

As to America, and the Refinance

which this honourable Fraternity have

fo ftrenuoufly excited throughout that

Country, I am as glad of the general

Event, though not of the particular Cir-

cumfiances attending it, as the moft flaming

Republicans.—I fay, I am glad, that

America has declared herfelf independent

of us, though for Reafons very oppofite

to theirs. America, I have proved be-

yond the PofTibility of a Confutation,

ever was a Milftone hanging about the

Neck of this Country, to weigh it down:

And as we ourielves had not the Wifdom
to cut the Rope, and to let the Burthen

fall off, the Americans have kindly done

it
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it for us. The only Thing to be la-

mented, which never can be lamented

enough, was, that as foon as this un-

grateful People had refufed to pafs a

public Vote for contributing any Thing,

or in any Mode, towards the general Ex-
pence of the Empire, but on the con-

trary, had entered into Combinations to

forbid the Importation of our Manufac-

tures, we had not taken them at their

Word, and totally caft them off. Had
we done this, it would have been happy

for us ; nay, it would have been happy

for them too : Becaufe this would have

faved both them and us that Blood and

Treafure, which have been fo pro-

fufely lavifhed for many Years, with-

out anfwcring any one End whatever:

—

Unlefs indeed the raifing of a few Ameri-

can Upftarts to be American Princes,

—

the enriching of a few Cormorants, and

Contractors here in Britain,—and the

placing of fome of the more diftinguifh-

ed Members of the afore-mentioned pa-

triotic
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triotic Fraternity on minifterial Thrones,

can be thought to have been Objects

fufficient to compenfate fuch portentous

LofTes. As to the Threats and Menaces

of the Americans, that they would have

no more commercial Intercourfe with us,

your Lordfhip knows, I was always of

the Opinion [and the Event has proved

the Truth of it] that they were vain and

idle Words. Indeed, common Senfe

might have informed us, that Trade de-

pends on Intereft alone, and on no other

Connection or Obligation. The Fact is,

that the Colonies never did trade with

the Mother- Country, with an Intent

merely to ferve us, and not themfelves

:

Nor was it in our Power, even when
we were ftrongeft, and they in the

weakefr. Stage of their Existence (as ap-

pears from their whole Hiftory) to com-*

pel them to trade with us to their own
Lofs. Mutual Interefr. was the only Tie

between America and Great-Britain at

all Times and Seafons. And this Prin-

C ciple
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ciple will hold good, I will be bold to

fay, till the End of Time ; whether they

are dependent on, or independent of us.

—As to the Planting of Colonies for

the Sake of a monopolizing, or exclufive

Trade, it is the arranteft Cheat, and

Self-Deception, which poor, fhort-fight-

ed Mortals ever put upon themfelves ;

—

at leaft in a national View :—For I am
not here confidering, and never will con-

fider, the Interefts of Individuals, when

they are facrifking the Public Good to

their own private Emolument; no, not

even though they were popular Orators,

or republican Patriots.

Thus far in regard to America, its In-

terefts, and Connections.—As to Irela?ul>

(refpecting which Country much the fame

Artifices have been ufed for ftirring up

popular Difcontents and Tumults) the

Time is not yet come, wherein we can

pronounce with furhcient Certainty, con-

cerning the final IfTue of fuch Proceedings.

—The
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—The more probable Conjecture feemi

to be, that after our dear Coufins and

Aflbciates, the illuftrious patriotic Bands

of that Country, mall have exhaufted all

their oratorical Stores of Tropes and Fi-

gures, in promoting Difcord. among their

Country- men;—after thofe celebrated

Heroes, the Citizens and Tradefmen of

Dublin, (who ought to have been in

their Shops, or at their Looms, inftead

of marmalling themfelves in Battle Array)

mail have had theirFiLL of Volunteering,

and.Encampments ;—after they mall have

difcovered that important Secret, which

has lain fo long concealed, that ldlenefs is

a very different Thing from Indujlryi and

that the drinking often Thoufand Bum-
pers to the Profperity of poor Ireland, is

not the Means of advancing that Profpe-

rity ;—after they mall have found, that

they grow poorer, inftead of richer, by

launching into Expence and Parade;—
and that they can never rival, much lefs

excel the Manufactures of Great-Britain,

C 2 but

a
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but by fuperior Frugality, Diligence, and

Skill.—After, I fay, dear bought Expe-

rience fhall have taught them thefe Lef-

fons, which otherwife they would not

learn,—perhaps they may come to their

Senfes at laft : Perhaps they will

end, where they ought to have begun,

by requefting to be incorporated with

Great-Britain, and of becoming one

united Empire under one King, and one

united Parliament.

Had they propofed this at firft, their

Refolutions and Efforts would have been

truly laudable, truly wife, and patriotic.

But alas ! an Union with England would

have clafhed with the popular Prejudices

of Ireland: Moreover, it would have

been particularly difagreeable to thofe

filly Mortals (who know not their own
Intereit) the Populace of Dublin. There-

fore their Leaders, though knowing that

they did what was wrong, and injurious

to their Country, preferred a total Sepa-

tion



[ *3 ]

ration from Great-Britain, and an Op-

pqfition to it, before fuch an Union and

Incorporation of both thefe neighbouring

Iflands, as would have rendered the In-

terests of them both, one and the fame

Thing. Thus, my Lord, were the real

Interefts of Ireland facrificed for the Sake

of gaining the fhadowy Popularity of the

Day :—I call it, a fliadowy Popularity,

which will foon pafs away, and be no

more. When the Bulk of the Irifh Na-

tion fhall difcover, that all their fine

Schemes have ended in Difappointment,

and that they have been put upon a wrong

Scent to hunt after Riches, extended

Commerce, and enlarged Navigations,

where nothing but the Reverfe of each

could be obtained by the Means they

were purfuing;—it is not improbable,

but their Indignation will recoil on the

Authors of their Misfortunes, and that

they will at laft diftinguifh their real,

from their pretended Friends.

In
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In the mean Time, it is certainly our

Wifdom as a Nation to interfere with

their internal Police as little as poflible;

letting them alone, and fufrering them

to do as they pleafe, till they themfelves

mall he tired of their Folly, and mail

wifh to be delivered from thofe Evils,

which were of their own creating. But

before this mail come to pafs, it is very

probable, that fome Blood will be fried,

and many Outrages committed. The
Big-endians, and Little-endians will tear

and worry one another to Death. Nay,

when the County-Volunteers, the City-

Volunteers, the Provincial-Volunteers,

&c. &c. &c. ihall have no external Ene-

my to encounter with,—What are they

to do ?—And how are they to prove the

Manlinefs of their Courage, or their fol-

dier-like Attainments in the Uie of their

Arms, unlefs they mall be allowed to

cut and ilafh, rlre and thruft at each

other ? This Liberty they rcill take,

whether allowed or not. And then too,

another
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another Difcovery will be made, which

it feems cannot be made at prefent,

" That Men with Arms in their Hands,

" and no Monev in their Pockets, will not

n be over-nice or fcrupulous, as to the

" Means of providing for themfelves."

But neverthelefs, as I faid before, it is

our Bufinefs to be quiet, till the Irijh

Nation themfelves mall petition for our

Affiftance. Neceffity will open their

Eyes at laft, and oblige them to purfue

the only Means, which can render them

a well regulated, a rich, commercial, and

induftrious People, namely, a thorough

Union and Incorporation with Great-

Britain. It is a melancholly Reflection,

but for the moft Part it is too true, that

Nations, as Nations, never can learn

Wifdom, till Neceffity becomes their

School- Miftrefs.

The laft Confideration muft turn on

the Injuries, which Great-Britain, or

rather the internal Government of Great-

Britain
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Britain hath received from the inceflant

Labours of the lame illujlrious Band-,—
Or, if not immediately from them, from

their numerous Allies, and bofom Friends,

and Favourites, the republican Writers

and Orators of the prefent Times. By

the Help of that equivocal Phrafe, Re-

volutional Principles [which never

ought to fignify any thing more, than

that the Governed, in Cafes of the laft

Extremity, and after all other Means

have been tried in vain, have a Right

to have Recourfe to their laft Remedy

namely, to depofe their Governors, and

chufe others]. I fay, by the Help of thefe

ambiguous Words, fuch Doctrines have

been inceifantly inculcated, as tend to

over-turn every Government upon Earth,

without erecting, or eftabliihing any.

The Sun is twelve Months in perform-

ing its Revolution ; the Moon is one

Month, But if our modern Doctrines

fhould prevail, if the Arbitrium popula-

ris aurar is to be the only Regulator of

the
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the Revolution of our political Suns

and Moons, probably the Government

muft be changed as often as once a Fort-

night, if not oftener. Was it for this,

my Lord, that you ftruggled fo hard to

get into Power ? And if you thought,

that you were to hold your Seat as Pre-

mier, only for a Fortnight, a Month, or

a Year, how would you like fuch revo-

lutional Principles as thefe ? ex ore tiw.

Besides, the whole Mafs of the Peo-

ple have been told a thoufand Times

over, that Government, in its own
Frame and Constitution, is rather an Ene-

my, than a Friend to the original Li-

berties of Mankind, by abridging and

depriving them of thofe Privileges and

that Freedom, which Nature had given

them to enjoy. Hence furely the Infe-

rence is juft, that according to this State

of the Cafe, the People ought to carry

on as fierce and as fettled an Oppolition

againft every Species of Government, as

D they
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they pofiibly can. They ought to clog

the Wheels of this political Machine,

and to retard, or counter-act its Mo-

tions to the utmoft of their Power ;

—

provided they do not break forth into

open Rebellion. And even if they ihould

proceed to fuch Lengths, they have been

inftru&ed both in Profe and Verfe, that

the Thing moft undelirable in a Rebel-

lion, is the Want of Succefs, and thofe

difagrceable Circumftances, which may

in that Cafe attend it. As to the fup-

pofed Guilt or Crime of fuch an Action,

it is a Joke ; there is no Guilt, or Crime

in it. The Laws, which enacted fevere

Penalties againft fuch meritorious Deeds,

are grown obfolete : Befides, they were

made at a Time, when the natural and

unalienable Rights of a free People were

not properly underftood ; therefore fuch

Restraints are not binding on the pre-

fent wife Generation.—Not to mention

the grand Principle of all, which lays

the Axe to the Root of every Kind

of
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of Subordination whatever, " We never

" gave our exprefs Confent to any fuch

" Regulation, we never entered into any

" pqfitive Engagement or Compad: of

V that Sort, we never voted for it 5

—

" therefore we will not obey it."

Heretofore, my Lord, Government

was fuppofed to be built on two princi-

pal Foundations, Opinion,—and pe-

nal Sanctions. Refpecling the for-

mer, the People were taught to believe,

that it was a Matter of Duty and C<?#-

fcience to obey Magiftrates, to fubmit to

the Laws of their Country, and to re-

verence their Superiors. But now we
are told, at leafl by Inference and De-

duction, that all this is Grimace and

Impofture. " For every Man has a na-

" tural and unalienable Right to con-

" fider himfelf as being equal to every

" other Man whatfoever." And the

grand Maxim of a republican printed

Letter now in Circulation, is> That

D z thofe
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thofe Laws, which are to bhid all,

ought to he ajfented to by all. In Con-

fequence of thefe bleiTed Doctrines con-

tinually propagated among us, the very

Idea of Authority [excepting the Autho-

rity of Mr. Locke and his Difciples]

is turned into a Jeft, and a Laughing-

Stock. " Solemn Forms, and Robes of

" State, Enfigns of Dignity and Office,

" Crowns and Sceptres, and even Coro-

** nets and Maces! What are they? Bau-

" bles all! We can fee through the

" Cheat, and will not be held in Bondage

" by fuch airy Trifles. And even as to

" penal Laws, let who will make them,

" it is the Bufinefs of every genuine Son

" of Freedom to find Flaws in, and ei-

u ther to elude, or defy them. Suppofe

" the worft, fuppofe a Profecution was to

" enfue, we have Refources ftill remain-

" ing, the noble Cry of Liberty, and an Ap-
" peal to the natural Rights of Mankind,

" together with the Chicane to be prac-

" ticed on fuch Occafions, may influence
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« a Jympathizing Jury, and bring us off:

" —Or at laft, we can but die ; and we
" will die like Heroes. The Multitude

" will applaud our undaunted Courage;

" and Thoufands will grace our Exits

" with their Tears."

This you know, my Lord, is too

much the State of Things at prefent.

How Matters have been brought into

this woful, this alarming pafs, is a me-

lancholly Reflection; and I will avoid

the difcuffion of it as much as poffible.

Rather let me, let every true Friend to

Mankind, of whatever Party, or Con-

nection he may be, Civil or Reiigwus,

endeavour to find out thofe Remedies,

which may cure, or at leafl may palli-

ate thefe Difeafes, without introducing

others in their Stead. Once I had the

Opportunity of obferving to your Lord-

fhip, when you honoured me with a

Call at Glocejier, that almoit all great

Men were deceived, and did woefully

deceive
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deceive themfelves in one material

Point. They thought it was as eafy a

Matter to lay an evil Spirit of Difcon-

tent and Turbulence in the People, as it

was to raife it :—But in this they would

always find themfelves miftaken. May
the Dean of Glocefler prove a falfe Pro-

phet on the prefent Occalion ! This my
Lord, is the fincere and earned Prayer

of

Your Lordfhip's moft faithful

And obedient humble Servant,

J. TUCKER,

LET-
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LETTER II.

The evil Confequences of debafing the regal

Influence, and exalting the ari/locrati-

cal or the popular, beyond their due Pro-

portion.

My Lord,

WERE Mankind thofe abfolutely

free, and independent Beings,

which fome of our republican Doctors have

reprefented them to be, it would be im-

poffible for them to be under any Influ-

ence at all. They would be fuch Mailers

of themfelves, that no Power on Earth

could biafs their Judgments, or compel

their Actions. But this is fuch a Syftem

of metaphyfical Politics, as none but the

worft of Men would attempt to incul-

cate, and none, but the weakeft, could

really believe. It being therefore to be

afTumed, as a given Point in this Debate,

that Influence of fome Sort, and in fome

Degree
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Degree or other, will ever take Place

in human Affairs, the next Thing ob-

fervable is, that fuch Influence may be

either morally good, or morally bad, or

perfectly indifferent, according to the

Nature and Tendency of it, and the in-

ternal Perfuafion of the Perfon to be af-

fected by it.

For Example.

A Perfon, who has a Vote either as a

Free-holder, or a Freeman, is defired to

give it for a certain Candidate, either in the

Court or Anti-Court Intereft, it Matters

not which.—He is under fome prior Ob-

ligation to, or has fome future Favour to

afk, which he hopes to obtain from one

of the Candidates, or from one of his

Friends. Now the firfr. Step to be taken in

fuch a Cafe is, to inform himfelf as well

as he can, both of the private Character,

and public Connections of fuch a Perfon.

And after he has done this, if he mould

think the Life and Converfation of fuch

a Per-
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a Perfon, or the Caufe he efpoufes, to

be, upon the whole, better and more

worthy, or even to be lefs detrimental

to the public Welfare, than thofe of his

Anfagonift, he is bound in Confcience to

vote for fuch a Candidate.—I fay, he

is bound in Confcience ; becaufe he cannot

otherwife difcharge his Duty, as a good

Citizen, and a faithful Member of So-

ciety. But if the Reverfe of this fhould

be the Voter's inward Sentiment, he

ought in Confcience not to vote for fuch

a Man, let the Confequences to himfelf

be whatever they may.—For, my Lord,

we have a Rule in Divinity, to which

all Statefmen are almoft equally Strangers,

That we ought not to fear thofe who can

kill the Body, but cannot kill the Soul :

—Whereas we ought to fear him only,

who can deftroy both Soul and Body in

Hell. As to the Cafe of perfect Indiffe-

rence, few Words may fuflice. For if

the Merits, or even Demerits of the

Candidates, or of their feveral Connec-

E tions
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tions are equally balanced in the Voter's

Mind, Gratitude for pail Favours ought

to preponderate :—And, I am fure, I need

not add the Views of Self-Intereft will

as certainly prevail, if there mould be a

Profpect of Favours to be received.

—

Indeed it is to be feared, that this latter

Confideration will too often prevail,

where it ought not.

I have now finifhed my little Sketch

of cafuiftal Divinity on the Subject of

Electioneering. And upon the Whole

I am fo thoroughly perfuaded of the

Juftnefs of it, that I would venture to

fubmit even to Dr. Price, or to his

Affiftant Dr. Towers, to pronounce Sen-

tence upon it, and to condemn it, if

they can. Words, I know by fad Ex-

perience, may be fo twilled, and dif-

torted, as to fpeak a Language quite fo-

reign from the Intention of the Author:

But every Reader of an ingenuous Mind

will fee through the Cheat, and readily

dillingui ill
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dittinguiih the Author's genuine Senfe

and Meaning from the forced Interpre-

tation put upon them.

Influence, therefore, of fome Sort,

and in fome Degree or pther, there ever

was, and ever will be, ufed in the Conduct

of human Affairs. Good Influence ought

to be encouraged -, bad Influence ought to

be difcouraged as much as poffible :—Or

rather (and to ilrike at the Root of the

Evil) the Caufes which create it ought to

be removed out of the Way, fo that frail,

imperfect human Nature may not be led

into Temptation : [And this I mail at-

tempt to do in the Courfe of this Work.]

As to all indifferent Cafes, they fpeak fo

clearly for themfelves, that more need not

be faid about them.

Now, my Lord, be pleafed to examine

your own Conduct, and that of your [late]

illuftrious AfTociates by this Teft. The

Thing, which you have all taken for

granted, and which has been laid down

E 2 as
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as a fundamental Rule, is, that the In-

fluence of the Crown is always bad.

[Heretofore it was a Maxim in our com-

mon Law, that the King can do no Wrong:

Now the Maxim feems to be reverfed,

—

the King can do no Right.] Indeed I do

not fay that regal Influence is always

rightly applied : And I defire your Lord-

fhip to take Notice of this voluntary

Acknowledgment. But I will be bold to

fay, that for thefe fifty Years laft pair,

Courtiers have been as often in the Right

as Anti-courtiers, and have ufed their In-

fluence to as good national Purpofes,—if

not to better. Nay, perhaps, now that

your Lordfhip has obtained your End in

being the Pilot of the State, with fo many

others under you, even Lord Shelburne

may be more of my Opinion than he pro-

feffed to be a few Months ago. Either

therefore all Influence ought to be con-

demned alike; or that of the Crown ought

not to be branded more than the reit, as being

peculiarly criminal, and to be held up as

the
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the only Object of public Hatred, and

national Deteftation.

Your Lordfhip has the Command of

two Boroughs already : And the Public

fhrewdly fufpect, that you would have no

Qualms of Confcienceagainft commanding

two more,—or even twenty-two. Mr.

Fox and Lord Holland's Family com-

mand one : The late Marquis of

Rockingham had at leaft two, which

he might, and did call his own: And were

I to proceed after the fame Manner

throughout the Peerage, and the great

Landed Intereft, alfo the Commercial,

and the Manufacturing Intereft of the

Realm, perhaps I might enumerate not

lefs than two Hundred, viz. Boroughs

and Cities, and even Counties, whofe

Voters chufe Reprefentatives, and return

Members to Parliament, more according

to the good Will and Pleafure of thofe

who have the Afcendency over them, than

according to their own private Judgments,

or perfonal Determinations'.

Therefore
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Therefore, my Lord, will you pro-

pofe a Law, that no Afcendency of this

Sort mall be iuftered to prevail for the fu-

ture ? Will you bring in a Bill to enact

Pains and Penalties againft all Landlords,

their Stewards, or Agents, who (hall dare

to interfere directly, or indirectly, with

the Votes of their refpective Tenants,

Tradefmen, or Dependents ?—
•Againft all

Magistrates, 6cc. in Corporations, or

againft Juftices of the Peace at their

Countv Meetings, if they mould infinu-

ate to the Keepers of Ale-Houfes, and

to others, that the granting of Licences,

or any the like Favours, verted in them

by Law, will depend on the giving of their

Votes for this, or that particular Candi-

date ?— Againft all Matters of Families,

principal Manufacturers, Merchants, and

Tradefmen, who mall prefame to whifper

to their Journeymen, Servants, or Un-

derlings, that they expect them to vote

according as they mall direct,—and that a

Submiflion mud; be paid to their Wills and

Pleafures, if they hope to be emploved

by
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by them, or retained in their Service ?

Much more might be added :— But Oh !

my Lord, lay your Hand on your Heart,

and tell me plainly,—or rather tell your

Country, which hath a Right to afk the

Queftion,—Was this ever any Part of the

Plan either of yonrfelf, or of your quon-

dam, or prefent Aflbciates ? Did either

you, or they, when fuch tragical Excla-

mations were railed againft the Influence

of the Crown, ever intend to leflen your

own ? Did you ever propofe to fet the firft

Example by enacting a Self-denying Or-

dinance againftyourfelves ?—No, my Lord,

fofarfromit, thatmany, if notmofr. ofyour

illuftrious Band grounded all their Hopes,

and all their Schemes, for their own Ex-

altation, on the Depreffion, and Humili-

ation of the Monarchy. In fhort, while

the general Liberty of the People was the

Pretence and Cry, the particular Emolu-

ment and Grandeur of about a Score of

Lords, and twice as many Commoners,

were the real End and Aim of all theie

patriotic Endeavours.

In
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In this, my Lord,, our EngliJJi Dema-

gogues have but too clofely imitated the

Example, which a like Set of Patriots

had let them not many Years ago in Swe-

den. After the Death of Charles XII.

the Swedes acted, very wifely in abridging

the Power, and limitting the Prerogative

cf their Kings. And had they proceeded

no farther, than to fix a proper Balance

between the feveral Parts of their Confli-

tution, fo that no one Branch mould over-

turn, or fwallow up the reft, they would

have acted as the real Friends of their

Country, juftly deferving the higheft poli-

tical Encomiums that could be given to

Men. Indeed it is very probable, that

the Mafs of the People of Sweden, (na-

turally an honeft, religious, and well-

meaning Race of Men,) aimed at no

more; and wTould have been perfectly

contented with fuch a Conftitution, as

that one Part of it might be a Counter-

poife to, and a Check upon, the other.

But their Leaders, my Lord, [as you

well know from every Hiftory of that

Tranfaclion,
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Tranfadlion, and from the Papers of the

Britijh Minifter at that Court, now in the

Paper Office] had very diffierent Ends in

View. Under the Mafque of procuring

the Liberty and Independence of the Sub-

ject, they aimed at a cruel Tyranny and

Oppreffion over their Fellow- Subjects. As

to political Liberty, or the Share which

the Swedijli Nation in general had in the

Government, this I own was the Era,

when their political Liberties were the mod
extended ; and let my Adverfaries make

the moft of this Conceffion, provided

they will alfo remember, jj^
3 that this

was likewife the black Era, when their

Civil Liberties were the leaft fecured, and

the moil: fhamefully invaded ;—their Per-

fons and Properties, and their dearerl

Rights and Liberties being continually in

Danger of being feized upon by Order of

the Secret Committee, that political Engine

of a State Inquifition. Moreover that

which was the Cafe fo lately in Sweden* is

now the Fact with regard to the enflaved

F Americans,
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American^ groaning under the Domina-

tion of their haughty Lords and Matters,

once their Fellow- Subjects. Nay, my
Lord, it is much to be feared, that this

will be our own Cafe, unlefs your Lord-

fhip will ftcp forth in Time, and prevent

thole Evils from growing to a greater

Height, which are now impending over

us ; and to which hitherto, I am forry to

fay, you have not been the moft active

Oppofer, But to return.

—

The SivcdiJIi Nation never felt the

Iron Hand of defpotic Power under their

moft abfolute Monarchs more feverely,

than under the tyrannic Sway of thofe

pfeudo Patriots, who ruled the State from

the Year 1726, or thereabouts, to almoft

1770. During this Period more innocent

Blood was (hed upon the Scaffold,—more

Connfcations took Place under the fhame-

lefs Pretence of public Safety, J^yes, and

all Kinds of Bribery and Corruption ap-

peared more open and bare- faced, than

had
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had been known before. Refpecting the

laft of thefe Evils, Bribery and Cor-

ruption, be it obferved, and duly remem-

bered, that French Gold, even Popijh

Money, was the primum Mobile of thefe

Patriots, fo zealous for the ProteJlantCaufe.

The Kingdom, and the Interefls of the

Kingdom, were bought and fold with as

much Impunity, and confequently with

as little Referve, as Cattle at a Fair, or

Goods at a Market.—Nor indeed, my
Lord, is this fo much to be wondered at,

when the Affair is duly weighed, with all

its Circumftances. For when the Interests

and Prerogatives of the Crown were fo to-

tally annihilated, as they were then in*SW-

den,—what Barrier [politically fpeaking]

was there ftill remaining to fiand in the

Way of foreign Bribery and Corruption.

The Crown, we may naturally fuppofe,

would not become * Feio deje, and fell

itfelf.

* There is one Exception to this Rule, and only one
that lean think of: The infamous C. II. fold himfelf, and
his Crown, and became a Penfioner of France.—Regard-

F 2 lefs
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itlelf. Therefore as long as it had an In-

tereft of its own to preferve, it mult, and

would be a Check on all Trafic of this Na-

ture. Not to mention, that the moll: a-

bandoned proftitute Patriot could not,

under fuch Circumftances, proceed with

that Audacity, as if he was under no Con-

troul. Nay, the foreign Corrupter him-

felf would be rather fhy of lavishing away

his Bribes and Penfions, when he found,

that the internal Frame of the Conftitu-

tion defeated his Projects, and rendered

abortive his deepeft laid Deligns : But

when all Reftraints whatever were re-

moved, he had then free Scope of prac-

tifing every Myftery of Iniquity that Ma-

chivellian Policy could fuggeft.—And he

fucceeded accordingly. For we are told

by a very intelligent and faithful Hifto-

rian [iVIr. Sheridan, Secretary to the

lefs bn.th of his perfonal Honour, and his own Intereft, he
; for nothing, but how to procure prefenr Money to

fupport his PIcafures, and pay his Miitrefles, The
Reader will iupply thereit.

Britifli
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Britifh Envoy in Sweden"] that France go-

verned Sweden by her Bribes and Penfions,

with as much Eafe as fhe governs one of

her own Provinces.

And now, my Lord, is not this too.

true a Picture of what is likely to come

to pafs in our own Country, according

to the prefent Appearances of Things ?

The Influence of the Crown is marked

out as the grand Object of public Scorn,

and Hatred :—Its Servants are already

deprived of their Birth-Rights, the Pri-

vilege of Voting : They are ftigmatized

by Law, as the moft infamous of Men,

for no other affignable Reafon [no other

Reafon having ever been affigned] but

becaufe the Crown retains, as yet, the

Nomination or Appointment of them.

Nay, we have been told over and over

and over again in the moil vehement

patriotic Language, that even this No-

mination, or Difpofal of Places ought

to be taken away, and put into other

Hands.
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Hands. [As indeed was the Cafe in

Sweden.] And then what remains ?

Your Lordfhip can eafily guefs at the

Confequence.

One Thing more permit me to ob-

ferve.—Monf. Necker hath affured us

in his Compte Rendu [See my Cui Bono,

p. 1 2th of 3d Edit.] that the King of

France expends yearly in Penfions, up-

wards of Twelve Hundred Thoufand

Pounds Sterling ! Suppofe therefore, that

he allotted annually only One-fixth Part,

or £. 200,000. Sterling, of that Sum,

to be diftributed among his trufty and

well-beloved Friends, the Ring-leaders

of the Populace of Great-Britain for the

Time being :—In that Cafe, would none

of this chofen Band fall down and Wor-

ship the Golden Image, which he had

fet up ? Would they all refufe to be

guilty of this political Idolatry? If your

Lordlhip can be of that Opinion, I re-

tract : But till I hear that you are, per-

mit
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mit me to fuppofe, that Men, needy in

their Circumftances, abandoned in their

Morals, and totally devoid of any reli-

gious Principles whatever, would not

fcruple to fall down and wormip any Gol-

den Image, which could be propofed to

them, provided it mould prove the

Means of fupplying their Wants, and

gratifying their Vices.

But this is not all : For were I to car-

ry on the Parallel between the Corrup-

tions of Sweden, and thofe of England,

it would appear, that the latter Set of

Patriots cannot flop where they are.

They mull go forward, or found a Re-

treat. If we may judge of their future

Conduct by the paft, or prognosticate,

by their printed Denunciations, what

they intend to do, we may conclude,

that they will not reft contented, till

every Prop is taken away, and the whole

Fabric of Monarchy is to undermined,

that it oil fall of itielf. And then,

at
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at the Demife of (God pre-

fervc his Life) it will be no difficult

Matter to declare at once, that Mo-
narchy is an unneceflary Part of the

Englijh Conftitution, a Burthen, rather

than a Benefit.

Indeed I am informed, this hath been

faid already [not by fome worthlefs Up-

ftart, or by the Unprincipled, Profli-

gate, and Neceffitous ; for that would

have been no Wonder, but even] by a

Man defcended from noble Anceftors,

and himfelf in many Refpects an Orna-

ment to his Country, but unhappily too

much infected with the Republican Ma-

lady of the Times. It is confidently re-

ported, that even this good, but miftaken

Man hath faid, If we tnujl have a K—

,

I JJiould prefer the prefent to any other ;

hut I do not fee what Need there is t&

have any K— at all. Little, furely,

did he think, that with a very fmall

Change in the Expreffion, and none at

all
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afl in the Sentiment, the fame Apho-

rifm is applicable to himfelf, and to the

very beft and greatest Landed Men
throughout the Kingdom. 'If we mud
' have Landlords, faith the Tenant, I

' mould prefer the prefent to another.

' But I do not fee what Need there is to

' have any Landlord at all. We are all

9 his Equals by Nature, as free and inde-

' pendent as himfelf ; and the Earth was

* given to us all. Therefore we ought to

* claim our Rights, and no longer fubmit

9 to fuch Ufurpations.' Shall I add,

that the modern Doctrines of the perfedi

Equality of all Mankind,—of their ori-

ginal, natural, and inherent Rights, never

to be transferred, or alienated, and of the

Neceffity of contending for them even to

the Death, tend to confirm all thefe wild

and extravagant Conceits ?—Yes, my Lord,

they do tend to confirm them all; for they

neceflarily demolim not only Crowns, but

Coronets too, levelling all Diftindtions

G with
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with the Ground. All ye great ones

hear this, and tremble !

If after this, any Thing could be fup-

pofed to render the Conduct of our Englifli

Republicans more abfurd in itfelf, and

more contradictory to Common Senfe,

than it already appears, it is the following

Confideration. That whilft they are

taking away fo much Influence from the

Crown, good as well as bad, by profcribing

its Servants, and dripping them of the

Rights of free Citizens,—they, in the

fame Breath, maintain the unalienable

Rights of all Mankind, to give their Suf-

frages as they pleafe, and to chufe their

own Governors, and be their own Legi-

ilators. Shameful Prevarication! grofs

Inconfiftency ! But what elfe can we ex-?

pea?—

I have now fpoken the honed: Truth,

without Referve ; and yet I hope, all

Things
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Things confidered, with fufficient De-

cency. A manly Freedom is necelTary to

be difplayed by that Man who has neither

Hopes nor Fears t as far as himfelf, and

his own Interefts are concerned ; who

therefore is only anxious for the Good of

his Country ; and would willingly preferve

the beft Conftitution in the World from

Ruin, if he could.

With thefe Sentiments,—with Senti-

ments of Humanity towards all Mankind,

and with my beft Wifhes for your Lord-

mip's Profperity as a Minifter, if your

political Conduct mail deferve it,

Your Lordfhip's mod faithful

And obedient humble Servant,

J. TUCKER.

G 3 LET-
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LETTER III.

The manifold bad Confequences of difturbing

the public Pedce and Tranquility under a

Pretence of procuring a more equal Re-

prefentation of the People in Parlia-

ment,

My Lord,

LONDON, the Metropolis of Great-

Britain, has been complained of,

for Ages paft, as a Kind of Monrter, with

a Head enormoufly large, and out of all

Proportion to its Body. And yet at that

Juncture, when this Complaint was

firft made [about 200 Years ago] the

Buildings of London were hardly advanced

beyond the City-Bounds : As to Wejl-

minjler and Southwark [which we now

confider as united to the former by their

Buildings and feridges, and making on the

whole, a City of a moil, immenfe Size]

they were then little better than large

ftraggling Villages. If therefore the In-

c rea i'e
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creafe ofBuilding, begun at fuch an early

Period, was looked upon to be no better

than a Wen ;
or Excrefcence, in the Body

Politic, what muft we think of thofe

numberlefs Streets and Squares, which

have been added fmce !—For my Part, I

do not think thofe Protuberances a-

rofe to any very alarming Magnitude

'till within thefe 60 or 70 Years. And
they owed their Rife to various Caufes,

all concurring together, and all of them

evident Alterations from the Plan of the

old EngUJli Conflitution ;—confequently

they are fuch as may be confidered to

be Encroachments upon, if not adtual

Ufurpations of, the Rights and Privi-

leges of the reft of the Kingdom.

Among the principal of thofe Cha! tes

or Alterations, which produced fuch afto-

nifhing Quantities of new Buildings, the

following ought to be particularly men-

tioned :—The Royal Reiidence, and the

Relidence



[ 46 ]

Refidence of Parliament, now fixt to one

particular Spot, which heretofore were

moveable .(if I may fo fpeak) from one

Part of the Kingdom to the other. This

Event drew after it the chief Nobility and

Gentry of the Realm ; who all chofe to

refide as much as poffible in London. And

fuch an Afflux, or Concourfe of Strangers

from the Country, was naturally attended

with many other Circumftances, which

followed each other in Succeffion :—Such

as the fixing of the public Treafury near

the Court, and the Parliament, with all

the fubordinate Offices belonging to it,

confequently the Mint, the general Poft-

Office, the Admiralty, the Navy and Vic-

tualling Offices, and all other Agencies

and Appendages, whether for the Land, or

Sea Service :—And if to thefe we add

that great national Shop, the Bank, and

another over-grown Monfter, the Eaft-

InJia Company ;—but above all, if we take

into Consideration thofe Aggregates of

public
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public Debts, called the Funds or Stocks,

which now may be faid to contain the cir-

culating Property of the Nation, and per-

haps of other Nations too [the Manage-

ment of which is confined to London]—
we can be at no Lofs to account for the

immediate Growth of this Metropolis, or

why it is become fo much larger than any

City in the Univerfe, in Proportion to the

Size, or Extent of the Country, to which

it belongs.

Now, my Lord, as the modern Re-

publican Doctrine requires, that thofe

Laws which bind all, ought to be ajfented

to by all, I humbly beg Leave to appeal to

your Lordfhip, whether you think, that

the reft of the Kingdom ever gave their

pqfitive and exprefs Confent to thefe feveral

Alterations, thefe Encroachments and Mo-
nopolies continually operating to their own

Difadvantage ? And confequently, whe-

ther according to the fame Doctrine, this

over-
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over-grown Metropolis ought not to be

itripped of its borrowed Greatnefs, and be

reduced to its primitive and juil Medio-

crity ?—Should this Inference be drawn

from the Premifes [and who can draw

any other] let the reft of the Kingdom

be heard for once, as well as the patriotic

Tribe of Wejlm'mfter, making their cla-

mourous Petitions, Give us our Rights.

And, my Lord, when every Part of the

united Kingdom fhall join in one grand

Cry for a general Equality, Give us our

Rights ! How would you like fuch a

Kind of Symphony ? Would it found me-

lodioufly in a minijlerial Ear ?—I faid every

Part of the united Kingdom ; for I muft

beg Leave to obferve, that thefe Sounds

may come with peculiar Propriety from

the North of the Tweed. The Scotch Na-

tion, even according to Dr. Price's di-

minifhing Account of Population, is at

kaft One-fourth Part of the Number of

Inhabitants of Great-Britain : Confe-

quently
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quently their Proportion of Reprefenta-

tives in Parliament ought to be nearly 140

Members, inftead of 45. This, my
Lord, doth not look with the moil benign

AfpecT: towards minifterial Repofe : And

I could almoft venture to affirm, that you

do not wifh that fuch a Propofal mould

ever be made :—But this is nothing to

what is to follow ; For Scotland, accord-

ing to every Admeafurement, being more

than One-third of the Magnitude of Eng-

land, therefore has acquired an inherent

and unalienable Right [You fee, my Lord,

that I have now learnt tofpeak the patriotic

Dialect] to have a general Parliament of

the united Kingdom held in its own Me-
tropolis every third Year. But even this

is not all : For as j$ Years fince the U-
nion in 1707 are now elapfed [during

which long Period Scotland has been de-

prived, and defrauded of her natural

and indefeafible Right] it follows of

Courfe, that in order to make a juftCom-

H penfation,
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peniation, the Parliament of Great-Britain

ought to be transferred from Wejiminjler

to Edinburgh, for 25 Years to come, and

then all Accounts will be balanced ; and

Things will go on in a regular Rotation of

every third Year, from England to Scot-

land.

But perhaps my patriotic Readers of

the Weflminfier Committee would wifh,

that this triennial Scotch Account, with a

Balance in its Favour of 25 Years, were

entirely omitted 3

—

though it is the very

Quintejjence of their own DoBrine. And
you, my Lord, even you, I fincerely be-

lieve, would be as well pleafed, were no

more to be faid about it. I will therefore

endeavour to gratify you both ; and, in-

flead of urging it any more, I will totally

forego it (unanfwerable as it is,) and ven-

ture to meet their grand Argument itfelf

Face to Face ;—the Argument for an

equal Reprefentation of the People.

The capital Lockian Principle, asitated

by
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by the Republicans themfelves in their

circular Letter, is as follows :—After

having prefaced, i That Constitutional

* Tracts tending to revive in the Minds of

' the Commonalty at large a Knowledge of

* their loft Rights, particularly fuch as re-

* fpect the Election and Duration of the

' reprefentative Body, and to imprefs them
1 with a Senfe of their Importance, be

' distributed at the Expence of the So-

* ciety, and under its Direction.'—They

then go on to obferve

c
I. That in entering into Civil So*

c ciety, Men give up no more of their na-

4 tural Rights than what may be necenary

c for the good Government of Society

;

* and, that there are Rights which re-

main undelegated; that neither the Vi-

* olence of the Times, nor the Power of

' Magiftrat.es, nor Decrees or Judgments,

* nor A&s of Parliament, nor the Au-
* thority of the whole People, which in

' Civil Things is fupreme, can fubvert,

6 or impair/

H 2 ' II. That
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« II. That Law [which is] to bind

' all, mutt be afTented to by all; and

' that is not Law, but Servitude, for the

' People to be held to that, to which they

* have not confented.'

After this the Letter proceeds to ftate

other Articles, which tho' of the fame

general Tendency with the former, yet

as they do not fo directly ftare us in the

Face as the foregoing, may, for the Sake

of Brevity, be omitted :—Only let it be

duly remembered, that the Committee

declare in their 7th Proportion, ' That

' the triennial and feptennial Acts are con-

" trary to the Conilitution, were enacted

' without the Confent of the People, and

' againfi natural Right ;' and

* VIII. That under the prefent im-

* perfect Conftitution of Parliament, it is

* impoilible we can be free, fafe, and

' happy at home, or refpected abroad.'

And they clofe the whole of this harm-

lefi
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iefs and Peace-maki?ig Performance, with

warmly recommending the < Eftablifli-

' ment of parochial Societies for the Pur-

< pofes of forwarding the Petitions for a

' parliamentary Reformation fimilar to

' that lately fet on Foot in Wejlminjler*

Now, my Lord, the only Truth in the

above-cited four Propoiitions, is that

which had no Bufinefs among them, and

was only added by Way of Blind to hide

the Deformity of the reft : Namely, that

there are certain Rights in human Nature,

which are unalienable ; that is to fay, they

cannot be delegated, or transferred, even

with the Confent of the Parties, fup-

pofing it poffible that fuch Confent could

be obtained. For this, and nothing but

this, can be an unalienable Right. And
therefore every Moral Agent muft

perform fuch A els in Perfon, otherwife

they will be of no EfFed, and not be va-

lid, if done by another. Thefe, as I ob-

ferved in my Anfwer to Mr. Locke, are

the Functions of Animal Life, and the

Duties



r 54 i

Duties of perfonal Religion. Therefore,

my Lord, if your Lordmip, or any other

Minifter, through the Violence of the

Times, or if the Judges mould decree, if

the King and Parliament, or even the

whole People united mould make a Law*

for appointing certain Deputies or Repre-

ientatives to perform thofe Acts • that is

to fay, if any of you feparately, or all of

you jointly, mould delegate one Man, one

Member of Parliament, [fuppofe the

Honourable Mr. Fox] to eat and drink,

and to faft and pray, inftead of his Con-

ilituents,—I will heartily join the Weft-

minfter Committee in condemning fuch a

Law :—And though I do not declare what

Appellation I mould give to fuch Law-

givers, moil certainly I mall not call them

Conjurers.

The patriotic Committee and myfelf

being for once happily agreed, I will now
proceed to examine their grand Project

for giving a Vote or Suffrage to every

Moral Agent, in order that thofe Laws,

which
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which bind all, may be aiTented to by ally

according to the 2d Proportion in their

circular Letter. And this Attempt I will

undertake to prove to be abfurd,—imprac-

ticable,—ufelefs,—and very mifchievous.

1 ft. The Attempt itfclf is abfurd, by

proving too much. For if all Perfons have

a Right to vote for thofe Laws, to which

they are fubject, and ought to fubmit

[which is particularly the Cafe with re-

fpect to Revenue Laws, and all Kinds of

Taxes and Excifes] then it inevitably fol-

lows, that every Woman, and all the

Youths of both Sexes throughout the Na-

tion, as foon as they grow up to be Mo-
ral Agents, ought to be admitted to vote,

as well as Men. Now this is a Principle

lb very unreafonable, that the bare men-

tioning of it is an Infult to Common-Senfe.

And yet, my Lord, how can this In-

ference be poffibly avoided, if the above

Proportion of the Wejtminjier Committee

is to be admitted ?

As
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As toWomen in particular, Mr. Cart-

wright's Pretence for excluding them

from this unalienable Right of voting, is,

that God and Nature has excluded them.

But here my Lord, permit me to afk

when ? where ? and after what Manner?

For if God and Nature gave to all Moral

Agents this unalienable Right [and furely

Women are Moral Agents as well as Men]

making them accountable for the Ufe, or

Abufe of fuch a Talent, how can it be

fuppofed, that God and Nature refufed

them the Exercife of it ? Either there-

fore Women (not to mention Boys and

Girls) have an unalienable Right to

vote,—or they have not. Let Major

Cartwright take his Choice -,—and

attend to the Confequences either Way.

Dr. Towers was aware of this Diffi-

culty : Therefore he wifhes to affign

another Reafon, why Females mould be

deprived of this unalienable Privilege. For

he feems to allow, that they have this

Right



[ 57 1

Right by Nature ; but fuppofes, that wc

Males, on account of the Delicacy of the

Sex, have excluded, or rather have excufed

them from the Trouble of voting. But

here again, a like Queftion may be afked :

By what Pretence, or Colour of Juftice

can we exclude, or even excufe them, if they

do not exclude, or excufe themfelves ?

Befides, it may be further afked, What
is this Delicacy of the Sex, to which the

Doctor flies for Succour on the prefent Oc-

calion ? How is it to be defined ? And

according- to what Standard are we to

afcertain it ? Or who will undertake to

conftrucl: an electioneering Barometer, fo

that we may know when this Delicacy of

the Sex rifes, or falls to the voting Point ?

Some Females are very high fpirited

Dames ; others are exceedingly low, and

full of Vapours : And not a few are both

high and low within the fame Half Hour.

What then is to be done in fuch a per-

plexing Cafe ? And mult we at lafl have

recourfe to the Poet's Rule, and apply

I his
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his Advice to the Purpofes of an elec-

tioneering Conteft ?

Chufe a firm Cloud, and in it

Catch, 'ere fhe change, the Cynthia of this Minute.

Much more might be added, by re-

ferring to fome late Occurrences, wherein

the Delicacy of the Sex did not appear to

be the predominant Quality ; and Dr.

Towers was to blame for calling fuch

Frolicks to our Remembrance. But I

forbear.— Leaving therefore all modern

Illuflra ions, fuppofe my Lord I was to

adduce a claifical one : Suppofe I was to

appeal to the Conduct of Penthesilea,

the genie Penthesilea, as defcrihed

by Virgil, and as now acting her Part

as a Manager at a Wejlminfter Election;

Ducit Amazonidum lunalis agmina peltis

Penthesilea furens, mediisque in miHibus ardet

:

Aurea Jubncclens exerta cingula mamma
Bellatrix, audetque *viris concurrere 'virgo.

would Dr. Towers admit this delicate

Lady, this Woman of the People, to vote

for



[ 59 ]

for the Man of the People, on fome trying

Occafion ? I am in no Hurry for an An-

fwer : The Doctor may take his own
Time for deciding this important Quef-

tion.

I therefore proceed to obferve 2dly,

that the fore-going Scheme is an impracti-

cable one;—at leaft in fo populous a

Diftrict as the City of Wejlminfler.

To make this evident, let it be firfr. pre-

mifed, that if the whole Number of In-

habitants of Great-Britain are about eight

Millions [which is the common Calcula-

tion] and thefe reprefented by 558 Mem-
bers in Parliament :—If moreover Lon-

don y Weflminjlert and Southward do con-

tain, according to the Account of the Pa-

triots, one Million ;—then it follows, by

the Rule of Proportion, that this fwollen

and bloated Metropolis ought to have

69 6-8ths, or to avoid the Fraction,

70 Members to reprcfent it, inftead of

eight.
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eight. Therefore an Allotment might be

made of them after the following Man-

ner : To Weflminfter, as being now the

largeft Diftrid, and containing the greateft

Number of Perfons to be reprefented,

thirty Reprefentatives

;

—to London, Twen-

ty-Jive

;

—and to Southwark, Fifteen, A
goodly Number truly, which promifes a

glorious Reformation !—Efpecially when

it is alfo confidered, that for the Choice

of thele feventy Reprefentatives, we are

to be bleffed with annual Elections !

And now, my Lord, the Comi-tra-

gedy begins. Proclamation is made for

the general amiual Election of thirty Re-

prefentatives for the City and Liberties of

Wefiminjler. Men and Women, young

and old, Eoys and Girls, all aflemble on

this joyful Occafion. Silence is pro-

claimed : But alas ! who is able to enforce

the Proclamation ? Who is to keep Order

and Regularity in this vaft, confuted, and

headlefs Multitude ;—all equal by Nature,

—all
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—all free, and independent; and all of

them taught a LefTon [which they will

quickly learn, and remember] jj^j?» that

they are to obey no Laws, but thofe to

which they have themfeives affented ?

—

Nay further, who is to judge, and who

can judge, whether they all refide, and

how long they have refided within the

Liberties prefcribed ?—Lodgers, In-mates,

Footmen, Water-Men, Barge- Men,

Blackmoes, Chimney-Sweepers, com-

mon Proftitutes, Wheel-barrow Women,
Fifh-Women, Warner-Women, old-

Cloaths Women, Cinder Wenches, 6cc.

&c. &c. all, all have a Right, an unali-

enable Right to vote ! And if they intend

to vote for their full Number of Repre-

fentatives, all of them muil learn to re-

peat diiiin&ly the Names of thirty Can-

didates, whofe Names perhaps they never

heard hefore ! Is not this a comfortable

Profped: ! Likely to do much Good ! and

much to be defired I—O Liberty I O my

Country !

But,
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But, to fay the Truth, fome of the

Contrivers of this hopeful Plan, being

duly ienfible, that it is abfolutely imprac-

ticable in fuch a Form, though the juft

Confequences of their own Principles,

have themfelves propofed another Mode of

conducting it, viz. by Decennaries, or by

Streets, or Parifhes.—The former of this,

I confefs, was once the Mode, and an

excellent one too, at that Time of Day,

namely, about a thoufand Years ago.

But my Lord, what have King Al-

fred's Tythings, or Decennaries to do

with modern Times ? Or is it indeed in-

tended to revive the Cuftom, where ten

Men [Freemen, my Lord, not Slaves, or

Copy-holders] were bound with their

whole Families to the King, and mutu-

ally to each other, for their good and

peaceable Behaviour ? Where of Courfe,

each had a Right to infpect the Actions of

his Neighbour,—to vifit his Houle at any

ieaionable Hour, and to pry into his mod
domcftic Concerns ?—Nay, and even to

flop his Proceedings, if found to be repug-

nant
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nant to the Rules of this little Fraternity 9

—Where therefore the whole Tything

made, in a civil or political Senfe, but

one large Family', with a common Head,

or Chief?—Sure I am, that if fuch a

Cuftom is now to be revived, it muft. be

in the Defarts of America, and not in

England. To America therefore let it

be configned, with an hearty Good-Will.

And may all our modern republican Pa-

triots fpeedily retire thither, to make as

many political Experiments, and try as

many Projects as they pleafe. May thefe

State-Chymifts, and Rofi-crucian Poli-

ticians have a free ParTage to that defirable

Country !—to that rifing Empire, with-

out Bifhops, without Nobles, and with-

out Kings ! And 1 am much miftaken, if

even your Lordfhip would refufe them a

PafTport.

As to the Scheme of voting by Parifhes,

or Streets, almoft all the fame Difficulties

would arife, which occurred before. If

any of the Parifhes bordered upon ihe

1 hames,
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fhames, What Numbers of Boats and

Barges might be moored to the Shores,

[and furely the Shores are Parts of the

Parifhes] to ferve the Purpofes of an elec-

tioneering Conteft .
?— For, if the tempo-

rary Inhabitants (Male or Female) of

thefe wooden Houfes chofe to eat and

drink, and fleep within them, who could

refufe them the Exercife of their unali-

enable Rights of voting ? Who, I mean,

according to the Principles here laid

down ? If voting by particular Streets

mould be attempted, what is to become of

the numberlefs Lanes, Courts, Allies, and

Paffag:.*, which adjoin to different Streets

anri whic equally might ferve as Com-

munication.^ to either ? In fuch a Cafe,

what Mark or Token is to be fixt on each

of thefe Back-door Voters (as they might

be called) to prevent him, or her, from

voting a fecond, a third, or fourth Time,

Sec. in a different Street, or at a different

Place ? And indeed how is Refidence in

general to be defined ; or by what Law,

Rule, or Limitation, is it to be determined ?

But
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But above all, were the Poll to be taken

in the Winter, or during the Seffions of

Parliament, would not the Number of

Inhabitants, of Lodgers, In-tenants, Ser-

vants, and even of young Matters, and

pretty MifTes, not to mention occafional

Servants, and Multitudes of Helpers of

various Kinds, Male and Female;—I fay,

would not the Numbers be more than dou-

ble in the Winter, than in the Summer

Months, and during the long Vacation ?

And what would be the neceffary Confe-

quences of all thefe Things ?—Un-

doubtedly falfe Returns and double Re-

turns, with Petitions on Petitions, Suits

in WeJlmin/ler-Hall, and Appeals to the

Houfe of Commons without Number :

—

So that the Parliament Houfe [the Scene

itfelf being in Weftminjier] would be be-

fet with Mobs and Riots, and tumultu-

ous Procefiions, all clamorous for their

unalienable Rights, from the beginning

of the Seffions to the End of it. And
what is worfe ftill, no fooner would one

contefted Election be decided, than ano-

K ther
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ther (as in antient Rome) would begin the

following Year; and the fame Game would

be to be played over again.

If to remedy thefe Evils, and to put an

effectual Stop to fuch Outrages [which,

if not timely prevented, mult, deftroy the

whole] an Attempt were made to abridge

19 Parts in 20 of the People of their (pre-

tended) unalienable Rights, and to reduce

the Number of actual Voters to Male In-

habitants only, paying Sect and Lot, and

of 21 Years of Age and upwards:—If

Things were to be put on this Footing,

this wrould be in reality to return to that

identical Spot, from whence we fet out,

and to take up at lad with that very

Syftem, againfl which fuch tragical Out-

cries had been raifed.

—

Parturiunt montes.

But, my Lord, were this Equation-

Scheme not altogether fo ab)iirdy or fo im-

iracAcable, as here reprefented, it is an

useless Attempt, anfwering no good

Purpofe.
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Purpofe. This was the 3d Point I un-

dertook to prove ; and in order thereto,

we muft again have recourfe to Figures.

Eight Millions of People are reprefented

in Parliament by 558 Deputies. Many

of thefe 8,000,000 are fuch Infants, that

they cannot fpeak, and others cannot

fpeak plain. Thefe, it is to be hoped,

may without Offence be (truck off from

the voting Lift. Next to thefe are to be

clalfed all Ideots and Lunatics : For they

likewife cannot be deemed to be moral

Agents. And I will do the Lockians

the Juftice to acknowledge, that when

they infifted fo much on the natural and

indefeafible Rights of Mankind, they

meant only the Rights of that Part of

Mankind, who are moral Agents, and

therefore capable of making a Choice of

their own. Granting: this, the Number

of actual Voters,— or of thofe, who, ac-

cording to the Lockian Hypothefis,

ought to be deemed actual Voters, will

K 2 be



[ 68 ]

be confiderably diminished, perhaps a

fourth Part. But not to ftick at little

Difficulties, we will fuppofe fo many to

be {truck off, as will reduce the Number

to 5,580,000 moral Agents, Male and

Female. This gives exactly 1000 Per-

fons to vote for each Reprefentative.

And then fome good Reafon ought to

be affigned, {& why One Thoufand Vo-

ters are fitter to make a worthy Choice

than One Hundred. For my Part,

I can think but of one Pretence

for this equalizing Scheme, which

hath not been confuted already :—And

that is, that a thoufand Voters always dif-

play more Wifdom and Judgment in the

Choice they make, than one hundred can

be fuppofed to do. This, I own, would

effectually reconcile us to the Meafure,

could the Fact be as eafily proved as it

can be afferted. But there lies the Diffi-

culty And I do not fee, that an Ap-

peal to Experience would mend the Yat-

ter. However, let us try. According

to
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to this Doctrine, the Aphorifms muft

ftand thus,—'• Few Voters, little Wif-

" dom—Many Voters, great Wifdom."

Therefore if there be a certain Borough,

which hath the feweft Voters of any in

the Kingdom, their Reprefentatives muft

of Courfe be the dullefl : They are the

Standard of political Dulnefs ;—Where-

as the four Reprefentatives of our great

Metropolis muft, for the fame Reafon,

be the brighteji ; They are the Standards

of political Wifdom. Q^E. D.

This, my Lord, accounts for one

Phenomenon in the Politics of this King-

dom, which perhaps could not otherwife

have been accounted for ; as it enables

us to explain, how it comes to pais, that

the Members for the City of London have

always outihone, and eclipfed the reft of

the fenatorial Order, in their political

Underftandings, the Depths of • their

Judgments, the Readinefs of their Inven-

tions,
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tions, and the Happinefs of their Elocu-

tions. The Wonder now ceafes. They

are chofen by the Livery of the City of

London (themfelves a felect and chofen

Band;) and therefore they have all the

Wifdoms of fo many Thoufands concen-

tred, compacted, and condenfed (if I

may ufe the ExprefTion) into fo narrow

a Compafs as four fenatorial Heads.

—

And yet, my Lord, no fooner is this

Difficulty folved, than another occurs,

which I own, appears to me altogether

inexplicable ; namely, why, according

to the foregoing Hypothefis, were not

Mr. Dunning and Col. Bakfe [not to

mention other eminent Senators] whofe

Talents are unquestionably great, and

defervedly admired ;—Why were they

not chofen for the City of London, in-

flead of being returned for fuch iniigni-

ficant Boroughs, comparatively fpeaking,

as High-Wycomb and Calne f Nay, why

above
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above all, was the great Mr. Pitt him-

felf chofen only by the thirty- three Per-

fons in the Corporation of Bath, inflead

of being returned by the Thoufands of

London or JVeJlminfter ? Thefeare Diffi-

culties, I fairly own, I cannot matter

:

Therefore I willingly confign them over

to thofe great Adepts in Lockian Poli-

tics, the Wejijninjler Committee, to folve,

if they can.

It will likewife be incumbent on them

[in order to prove the Utility of their

own Plan, and the Advantage of aug-

menting the Number of Reprefentatives,

fo as to bear a juft Proportion to the

Number reprefented] I fay, it will be

incumbent on them to (hew, that the

eight Members for London, Weftminfler,

<and Southward were always the foremoft

in promoting the public Good;

[j^
3 That they might eafily be diftin-

guifhed from little Borough-Members, by

their
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their Zeal in propounding Laws of ge-

neral Utility ; wherein the particular,

or local Intcrefts of London, Wejlminfler,

or Sfoutkwark were no more concerned,

than other Parts of the Kingdom ;—and

that in fhort, they never employed the

great Weight and Influence, which thefe

three great Cities gave them, in pro-

curing partial Favours for their Confti-

tuents ;—fuch as for Example, exclufive

Charters of Trade for the City, or Boun-

ties for the Port of London ; or Grants

and Donations of public Money for build-

ing or repairing their Goals, their

Bridges, ccc. &c.—or for procuring any

other Monopoly, or Job. A faithful

Lift, my Lord, of fuch truly patriotic,

and impartial Laws, propofed, feconded,

and conducted by City Members, would

be a greater Curiofity, than has ever yet

been difcovered in our political Hemif-

phere. And a Table of their Contents

would deferve a Place not only in Guild-

Hall,
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Hall, but alfo in the Houfes of the

Lords and Commons, of Great-Britain

—in perpetuam rei manoriam.

In the mean Time, that is, till a pub-

lic Exhibition of thefe Tables of Merit

in the above-mentioned Metropolitan-Re-

prefentatives mail be made, I cannot re-

tradt my prefent Opinion, grounded hi-

therto on the ftrongefh Evidence, namely,

that the Scheme of thefe Projectors, even

when viewed in the mofl: favourable

Point of Light, is altogether fuperfluous,

a' very ufelefs and winecejfary Thing.

But, my Lord, meer Superfluity and

Inngnificance is the very leaft Evil at-

tending it. For I am now to prove,

4thly, That it teems with Mifchief,

and is full fraught with Anarchy and

Confuiion, and all their black Atten-

dants.

Nothing is more trite than the Ob~

L fervation,
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fervation, That Power is of an encroach-

ing Nature : The Truth of which is al-

ways verified by Experience, wherever

there are no other Powers to counter-

balance its Operations, or check its Pro-

grefs. Yet the prefent Scheme of the

Weftminjler Committee, tends to encreafe

the Power of the Populace of that great

and growing City [whofe Fury hath al-

ready made the ftoutefl of you tremble]

even tofourteen Times greater than it was

before. Is it credible, that fuch a Scheme

as this can ever be adopted either by Men

of Senfe or Virtue ? A Scheme in which

the unthinking and undefigning many will

infallibly become the Tools and Dupes of

the crafty and defigning jew.

Here therefore let us fuppofe a Cafe;

which it is to be feared, will too foon

become a Reality, if this equalizing

Scheme Ihall be adopted.—After a gene-

ral annual Election of 30 Reprefenta-

fiveS,
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tives, one of them is fuppofed to Hep

forward on the Hu (lings, and to harangue

the gaping Populace in Language to the

following Effect

:

? My dear Fellow Citizens, and Fel-

' low Patriots !

1 The People are the Fountain of

* Power: Ye are the People ! [Hear him!

* hear him!] Kings and Parliaments, and

' Jujlices of the Peace, have no Authority,

* but what you give them : They ought

' not to act, but as you mail direct, or

' continue longer in Commiffion, than

* during your Will and Pleafurc [O hear

1 him I hear him/] We, Gentlemen,

* in particular, whom you have now
' honoured with your Choice, are your

' immediate Servants ; and we acknow-
* ledge no Power upon Earth fuperior to

'yours. [Hear him! hear him!] It is

f our Joy and Glory to reprefent true

' Engliflimen, the braveft People in the

c World; a People, who will be free,

L 2 * and
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1 and act like Freemen ; a People who
' will no longer fubmit to the Violation

f of their Rights, but are determined to

demand the Reftoration of them. And,

f Gentlemen, it will be the happieft Pe-

• riod of our Lives to receive your Or-

' ders for fuch glorious Purpofes, and to

* execute every Command, with which

* you fhall honour us. [Three Cheers

three Cheers, ?ny Lads, three Cheers to

the 30 Reprefentathes of Wejlminjler.]

' To which End give us Leave to

' fuggeft t0 you a Plan f° r making your

' own Importance ftill more confiderable,

* and for obliging your Enemies to feel

• the Weight of your Indignation :—

A

' Plan it is, to enable us, your Servants,

' to execute your Wills and Pleafures in

' the fulleft Manner, and with Certainty

'ofSuccefs: A Plan, in fhort, whereby

• you will put the Means in our Hands
' to make all Opposition die before you.

[Hear him! hear him!]

< Gentlemen,
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* Gentlemen,

.
* You have now here [pointing to

* them] a faithful and trufty Band of

f Patriots, the Members of your honour-

' able Committee, who have conducted

* your Councils with fuch glorious Suo
' cefs. Thefe have flood the Teft : They
* remain uncorrupted in the worft of

* Times ; and they fear not the Face of

* Man. Therefore, can you chufe fitter

* Men for conveying your Orders and In-

f ftructions to us, your Servants, than

' thefe, your faithful Committee ? [The

faithful Committee jor ever, Huzza/]
' And, Gentlemen, as they are fighting

* your Battles, Will you not arm your-

f felves in your own Defence ? They,

' and you, and we, your Servants, and

* Reprefentatives, have all but one Caufe,

* the great Caufe of Liberty, and the

* Reftoration of our Rights. Aflbciate,

' therefore, arm and aflbciate, be firm

f and fleady. The dailard Souls of thofe,

* who
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1 who have fo long injured and oppreffed

' us, will be ftruck with Terror and Dif-

* may, when they fee us armed to take

* Vengeance on them. And, Gentlemen,

* let me tell you, There was a Time,

' when your brave Fore-fathers never ap-

« peared in Council, but with Arms in their

Hands. In thofe glorious Days, the

* Warriors furrounded their Chiefs, and

* made the Air to ring with the Clamings

' of their Shields and Spears, to fignify

' their Approbation of the Speeches ut-

9 tered, or the Meafures propoied. Thofe

' were the Day's of Liberty ; and fuch

' may yours be, if you pleafe. I need fay

( no more. The Wife and the Brave

' are never deaf to the Call of Honour.'

[A Peal of Marrow Bones and Cleavers,

zpith which the new Members, and their

Committee are accompanied to a neigh-

bouring Tavern, to celebrate the Succefs

of the Day, and to receive Injlruttions,

for the Operations of the enfuing Cam-

faign.]

An©
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And now, my Lord, little as you may

approve of the Contents of this Hur/o-

thrumbo Speech, you mufl allow, that

the Subftance of it, or fomething to the

fame Effect, will too probably be utter-

ed, as foon as an Occafion mall offer.

—

An Occafion will certainly offer, if the

Scheme of an equal Reprefentation mould

take Place, in a fhorter Space of Time,

than you have been employed in bring-

ing your Schemes to bear to be the prime

Minifter. This I will venture to fore-

tell ; and my Predictions have not al-

ways proved nugatory and vain. In fhort,

this Scheme joined to that other, which

is your Lordmip's favourite Propofal, of

arming the People, and particularly the

People of the Metropolis, would necef-

farily be productive of the worn: ofCon-

fequences. Indeed the one is but the

Fore-runner of the other ; which feems

as naturally to grow out of it, as a

Plant from the Seed. And then Dr.

Price's Plan of Legiflation would be

truly verified, as far at leaft, as thefe Af-

fociating
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fociating Heroes are concerned. For

fuch Voters with Arms in their Hands,

to juftify their Pretentions, would be

their own Legiflators ;—fuch Legiflators

as the Pretorian Bands were in Rome

;

and fuch as the Janizaries are now at

Conjiantinopk.

If any Man mould fay, he cannot fore-

fee fuch dreadful Confequences :—My
Anfwer is, that probably fuch a Man did

not forefee the Confequences of the late

War ; he did not forefee, that the driving

the French out of Canada would be

the Signal for all America to revolt.

But neverthelefs the latter was as necef-

fary an Effect of the former, as the Ex-

plofion of Gun-Powder is caufed by the

Touch of Fire. And you know, my
Lord, that fuch Confequences were fore-

told, though not believed.

I have now the Honour to be

Your Lordfhip's mod: faithful

And obedient humble Servant,

J. TUCKER.
J?. SL
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P. S. As References are often made

to the Number of conjlitutional Voters in

former Times, in this and in the fore-

going Letter ;—and as the Objections

brought againft my Account of the an-

tient, or original Gothic Constitution, in

my Anfwer to Mr. Locke, after every

Effort to multiply them, are reduced to

two, I will here beg Leave to give as

full a Confutation of them, as fuch fu-

tile Things defervc.

The one is by Mr. Ibbetson, whom I

hear your Lordfhip has lately preferred,

and who maintains, ' That Lands held

' in Socage even from the Beginning of

* the Saxon Monarchy, as well as in la-

' ter Times, were not held by a Servi-

' tium Servile, but by a frank, and ho-

' nourable Tenure." In reply to this I

can only fay, that the learned Judges

Lyttleton and Coke, Sir Walter
Rawleigh, Mr. Campden, and his

Tranflator Bifhop Gibson (not to men-

M tion
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tion many others) had the Misfortune

to differ from the learned Counfellor on

this Head. And I am content to fufter

any Abufe he may be pleafed to beftow

upon me in fuch good Company. If he

thinks he has not been liberal enough

already, he may give more.—The Point

itielf is not Worth contending for. And

my general Argument is juft as good

without it, as with it.—Indeed the very

Queflion is fitter for the Difcuflion of

an Antiquarian, than for any other; and

the Proofs relating to it cannot amount

to a Certainty either Way. The more

probable Opinion feems to be, that as all

the barbarous Nations throughout the

hio^cn World had, and do fbill retain

S moll ibvereign Contempt for every

Trade or Occupation except that of

Arms,—they would not admit to be upon

a Par with themfelves either thofe who
were doomed to till the Ground, or to

labour at any mechanic Trades. Hence

we read, that both the Gauls and the

Germans
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Germans came to' their public Afiemblies,

their Parliaments, or Diets, in a foldier-

like Manner, that is, with their Arms

in their Hands. But there is no In-

ftance upon Record, that the Socman,

or any other of that Clafs, appeared at

any public Meeting of his Tribe, Hord,

or Clan, with his Spade or Mattock,

his Share or Coulter. This feems to

have been the orhinat State of Thines

:

—namely, that the Voting at their public

AfTembiies, when any military Expedi-

tion was to be undertaken, was confined

to Warriors only. As to thofe Alterations,

which fuccefiively took Place in Propor-

tion as Civilization advanced, and Bar-

barian difappeared -, and to which Judge

Blackstone feems to allude :—This is

another Queftion, in regard to which I

am not at all concerned : Therefore Mr.

Ibbetson is fighting with his own Sha-

dow in fo fiercely contending for it.

The other Objection is made by Vajor

M 2 Cart-
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Cartwright and Co. who roundly

affert, that every Man in a County, whe-

ther Freeholder, or not, had a Right to

vote for a Knight of the Shire, 'till the

diiabling Statute of 8th of H. VI. C. 7.

which disfranchifed the People, and re-

trained the Qualification to a Freehold of

40s. a Year.—Unluckily forthefe Gentle-

men, a Friend of mine, eminent in the

Law, hath enabled me to give them fuch

an Anfwer, as perhaps they did not expect

from one not bred to theProfemon. Every

Election for a Knight of the Shire mufl

be made at a County Court, and by the

Members of that Court only -

y that is, by

fuch as are bound to do Suit and Ser-

vice at that Court, if legally required.

Now thefe mutt be Frank-tenants, or

Freeholders ; for none but they can be

bound in Duty to attend the Sheriff's

Summons : And none but Freeholders can

vote in that Court. If any other Perfon

fhould be prefent [as in an open Court

Hundreds and Thoufands may] of fuch an

one it may be faid, that he is non reBus in

Curia,
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Curia, This is fo true, that a Copy-

holder, even at this Day, though worth

iool. a Year, cannot give a Vote for the

Election of a Coroner ; whereas a Free-

holder of no more than is. a Year Value,

may demand his Vote to be taken, and

hath a good Action againft the Sheriff,

were he to be refufed. The Cafe re-

ferred to in this Difpute, was fimply this:

—Antecedently to the Statute made in the

7th of H. IV. 1405, the Sheriffs took

upon them to fummon only their Friends

and Partizans to come to the County-

Court for the Election of Knights of the

Shire, peremptorily forbidding

others : By which Means they became ab-

folute Matters of the Election. Such an

intolerable Abufe called aloud for Redrefs.

Therefore the above-mentioned Statute

was made, enacting, that public Notice

mould be given by Proclamation, when
the Election was to begin, and likewife

ordaining, that all who had a Right to

vote, might vote, whether they were

particularly fummoned, or not ; nay, even

tho*
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tho' they had received a Requefi, or Com-

mandment to the contrary. Thefe are the

very Words of the Statute.

In Procefs of Time, this Mode of ad-

mitting: all the little Freeholders to vote

for Knights of the Shire, was found to be

attended with great Inconveniences : [Tho'

die total Number of Freeholders at that

Time were not a fifth Part of what they

are at prefent] And another Statute was

made in the 8th of H. VI. C. 7. Anno.

1429, to restrain the Qualification of

voting, in this particular Cafe, to 40s. a

Year. But all the other Parts of the

former Statute of H. IV. refpecung the

Notice to be given by the Sheriffs, were

to remain in full Force ; as they do at this

Day [See more particularly Coke's 4th

Inftitute, C. 1. Who Jliall be Electors of

Knights, &c]

LET-
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LETTER IV.

The evil Confequences ari/ing from the Pro- .

pagation of Mr. Locke's democratical

Principles.

My Lord,

*TpHE deftructive Civil Wars of 164 1, to

-*- 1648, which ended in the Tyranny

of a fingle Defpote, fet many Perfons on

confidering the Nature, and Ends of Go-

vernment. But they could agree in no-

thing, except in one Point ; namely, that

Aristotle'

s

political Animal, the People,

was fuch a capricious, reftlefs, thought-

lefs, and unreafonable Animal, that it

mult be governed and controuled by fome

fuperior Power, for the Sake ofpreventing

it from doing Mifchief to itfelf, and to

other Beings. Mr. PIobbs, in confe-

quence of this Pofition, maintained with

fome Degree of Plaufibility, that any

Man, or Set of Men, who could get into

the Saddle, and feize the Bridle, had a

Right to ride this fiery, high-fpirited,

fkittifh
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fkittifh Horfe, and to break and manage

him as they could.—Sir Robert Fil-

mer oppofed this Doctrine with all his

Might, boldly averting, that there was

an hereditary, indefeafible Right, di-

vinely appointed to fit in this political

Seat; and that none but aright-lined Ri-

der had, or could have, a Right Divine to

hold the Reins. Mr. Sidney fiercely

oppofed fuch a flavifh Tenet, calling the

Author of it impudent Liar an hundred

Times. His Pofition was, that Noble-

men, and thofe of noble Families, fuch

as himfelf, were the only fit Perfons to be

the State-Riders ; and he bewailed the

Degeneracy of the Times, which had

abolimed the honourable Diftinclion of

Baron and Vaflal, when each illuftrious

Chief led to Battle a brave and chofen

Band of his own Tenants and Depen-

dants.—Such was his Scheme for propa-

gating Liberty and Equality, and for vin-

dicating the Rights of human Nature.

Mr. Harrington, who was himfelf a

Gentleman



t 89 ]

Gentleman of avery antient Family, main-

tained it as his Opinion, that Gen lemen

by Birth [fuch as the Rulers of the State

of Venice, which Government was his

favourite Model] were the fitted: of all

others to be Riders. And therefore, in

order to appear confident with himfelf,

he difcovered, that his darling Megaletor,

Oliver Cromwell, was defcended from

an antient Gentleman's Family. Thu£

had his Highnefs, the Lord Protector, a

clearer Title, founded on Antiquity, to

the vacant Throne ;—than I believe he

himielf had thought of, when hzfportingly

and jeeringly iigned the King's Deathr

Warrant. [Here my Lord, will you par-

don me in making one fhort Digrefiion r

This very Man, Mr. Harrington,

whofe Authority jointly with that of the

great Sidney and Locke, has been urged

both in Profe and Vene againft the poor

Dean of Glocejler, modeflly wimed, that

your own Country Panopea, (lrela?jd) had

been leafed out to the Jews in Perpetuity,

i—What to the Jews f Yes, my Lord,

N to
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to them ; who were to employ the mife-

rable Natives in any Service, or Drudgery

they pleafed, for the Benefit of their

Lords and M afters of Oceana, or Old

England: And the Reafon which he

affigns is equally curious ; ' It is becaufe

' Panopea, firelandJ is the foft Mother of

* a ilothful and pufillanimous People, an-

' tiently fubjecled by the Arms of Oceana,

' fince almoft depopulated for making the

' Yoke, and at length replanted with a

new Race. But (thro' what Virtues of

* the Soil, or Vice of the Air foever it

' be) they come dill to degenerate.

(
- Wherefore, feeing it is neither likely to

* yield Men fit for Arms, nor neceffary it

* mould ; it had been the Intereft of Oce-

* ana— to have leafed it to the Jews*

And now, my Lord, after fuch Authori-

ties as thefe, (all Champions for the

Rights and Liberties of Mankind) what

can this paultry Scribler of Gloce/ler fay ?

How dares he to hold up his Head ?

—

But to return.] The celebrated Mr.

Richard Baxter (whom I moll fin-

merely believe to be a very honeft, and well

inten-
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intentioned Man, tho* fometimes greatly

jniftaken) anfwered both Hobbs and

Harrington in a fet Treatife ; wherein

he difcovered a much founder Tudgment

than either, and laid down fuch Maxims

of Government, as would have made a

very good Syftem ;—had he not marred it

all by endeavouring to introduce a Theo-

cracy into an Englijh Government and

Conftitution. This capital Error led him

of Courfe to maintain intolerant Principles

in Religion ; Principles, which could not

be juftified any where, except in Judea ;

which little * Territory was porTelfed by

one peculiar People, holding the fame by

* Many Places in the Writings of Moses refer to this

very fingular Inilitution ; particularly Lcvit. xxv. 24.

The Land [of Canaan] is mine j for ye are Strangers and

Sojourners with me [your King Jehovah, who gave

you this Land.] And then it follows of Courfe, that

this Circumftance created, as it were, zdijiindl Right to

bind the Children of Jfrael to fuch Terms of Loyalty

and Obedience, as were not laid on other Nations, who
were not under alike Form of temporal Government, nor

had a Country given them to hold on the fame Condi-

tions.

N 2 fuch
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fuch a peculiar Tenure, as never did ex-

tend to any other People, or Country; ar»4

which could not have been obligatory even

upon the Jews [I mean the Law for the

Exterpation of Idolaters] any longer than

during the Continuance of the MoJaicThz-

ocracy.

As yet, my Lord, we have heard no*

thing of Mr. Locke. He firft diftin-

guifhed himfelf as a political Writer, by

his famous Laws of Carolina. In this Syf-

tem he was fo far from iuppofing, that the

People was the only Fountain of Power,

that he goes into an oppofite Extreme -,
—

not indeed of abjolute Monarchy, but of

that which is rather worfe, a tyrannical

Ariftocracy; fuch as Mr. Sidney had been

recommending. I do not pretend to know
what Connections were fublifting between

thefe two great Men : But a completer

Syitem of Baronage and ValTage never

yet appeared in the World, than is com-

p'ifed in this little Code ofjundamental

Laws. Nay, Mr. Locke carries the

Mattel
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Matter of Slavery fo far, and grants fuch

Powers to Matters to put their Slaves to

Death, whenever they pleafe, as exceeds

even the Tyranny of Poland. And Po-

land was the Country to which Mr. Sid-

ney was often turning his Eyes with Sor-

row and Regret, that the like Power over

Tenants and VafTals, did not flill re-

main in "England. Relpecling this Trea-

tile, or thefe Laws of Carolina, I will

mention an Anecdote or two, which may

ferve to confirm the Notion, that Mr.

Locke and Mr. Sidney had one, and the

fame Point once in View ; how widely

foever they might differ afterwards. A
Tradition has been handed down among

the Defcendants of Mr. Locke's Friends

and intimate Acquaintance; that they al-

ways confidered thefe Laws of Carolina,

as a Plan for new modelling the Govern-

ment and Conilitution of England ; and

that they ufed frequently to tell him -lo in

Converfation. To which he evaded giv-

ing a direct Anfwer; but left them to

guefs
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guefs what they pleafed from his Silence.

The other Aneedote is, [according to an

Information I received fome Time ago,

but out of Tendernefs to his Character,

did notpublifh 'till compelled by the Viru-

lence of my Adverfaries to do it in my own

Defence] that Mr. Locke was deeply

engaged in Monmouth's Rebellion; and

that there are Proofs thereof ftill extant.

* Suppofing this to be the Cafe, [which

perhaps cannot be pofitively proved at this

Diftance of Time ; but which neverthe-

Jeis is very probable] his Conduct, and

Behaviour can be no otherwife accounted

for, than on one, or other of the following

Hypothefes :—Either, that he thought

The Information given me was in the following Words.

In the Harleyan Library, No. 6S45, there is a Manu-

fcript, which, from Page 251, contains a Colleftion of

Papers, relative to Monmouth's Invafion, and other

Intrigues. Inter alia it appears, that Mr. Locke paid

Money at two different Times, towards the Equipment

of that Expedition.

wit.1
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with Mr; Hobbs, that as the People was

an unruly Bea/l, which muft have a Rider,

it did not tigmfy who got into the Sad-

dle, Monmouth, or any other; the

Rights of all Men being equal, provided

their Attempts were crowned with Suc-

cefs :—Or he muft have embraced Mr.

Sidney's Opinion, who fuppofed, that

Barons or Noblemen were the only Per-

fons fit to manage this fiery Courfer. The

Tenor of the Laws of Carolina feem to fa-

vour the latter Conjecture. For they

gave as little Power to the Crown, as to

the People, making all to centre in the

Men of landed Property. Moreover, if

he really affifted Monmouth, it is im-

poffible that he could have done it

with any other View than to have ufed

him as a Tool during the Struggle, and to

have fet him aiide after the Enterprize had

fucceeded ;—or at mod, to have com-

pelled him to have accepted of the mere

Shadow and Name of Royalty, without

any Power, like a Poli/h King, or a Doge

of
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of Venice, For as to any legal Right or

Title, Monmouth could have no Pre-

tentions of anv.Sort. And refpecting the

private Character of the Man, moral or

religious, or even his Zeal for Civil Li-

berty, and for granting a religious Tolera-

tion, there are no Traces of thefe Virtues

to be found in the Life and Character of

the Duke of Monmouth, Therefore, if

Mr. Locke eipoufed his Caufe, it muft

have been not upon the bell of Motives.

But after the Revolution, Mr. Locke

veered about, and ran into an Extreme

quite oppofite to his Laws of Carolina ;-.—
yet without publicly renouncing his for-

mer Opinions. The People then, and

not the Barons, or the Men of landed

Property became his fole Fountain of

Power. In his Tract on Government,

(the 2d Part of which is nothing more

than the Relblves of the Cromwellian Le-

vellers, worked up into a Syftem) he

fnaintains fuch Principles, as muft necef-

farily
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farily deftroy every Government upon

Earth, without erecting, or eftabliihing

any. His Error, and Sir Robert Fil-

mer's, though feemingly ariiing from op-

polite Schemes, tend to the fame Centre,

and reft on the fame Foundation j namely*

A falfe Idea of the prefent (fuppofed)

Perfections and Excellencies of Human
Nature. Sir Robert's Syftem muft fup-

pofe (whether he intended it, or not)

that a mortal Man, by being exalted into

the higheft Station of all, and inverted

with arbitrary Sway over his Fellow-Mor-

tals, becomes fo much the better, and

wifer, and fitter to govern, than he was

before : Whereas the very Reverfe to this

is nearer to the Truth. Mr. Locke's

Syftem is much alike ; for it fuppofes,

that Mankind, taken in their aggregate

or colleBive Capacity, are fo much the lefs

pofitive and dogmatical in their Opinions,

the lefs liable to be perverted in their

Judgments, the more humane and candid

in their Decifions, and the more difcreet
j

O and
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and difpaffionate in their Refolves, tliaa

otherwifethey would have been. Whereas

every Tittle of this is falfe. In fhort,

if Experience mall be allowed to decide

this Queition, it will almoft univerfally

tell us, that when a Multitude are in-

verted with the Power of governing, they

prove the very worft of Governors. They

are ram and precipitate, giddy and in-

conftant, and ever the Dupes of defigning

Men, who lead them to commit the moll:

atrocious Crimes, in order to make them

fubfervient to their own Purpofes. Be-

fides a democratic Government is defpotic

in its very Nature ; becaufe it fuppofes it-

felf to be the only Fountain of Power,

from which there can be no Appeal.

Hence, therefore, it comes to pafs, that

this many headed Monfter, an abfolute

Democracy, has all the Vices and Imper-

fections of its Brother-Tyrant, an abfolute

Monarchy, without any of the mining

Qualities of the latter to hide its Defor-

mity. And what i? flill worfe, it feels no

Remorfe
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Remorfe of Con&ience; and it never

blumes.

If therefore both thefe Species of Go-

vernment are generally fo bad, that they

ought to be avoided as much as poffible;

—perhaps your Lordfhip might here be

apt to afk, ' Is there any that is good,

' according to your prefent Defcription ?

e For Government of fome Sort or other

' there mull be, notwithstanding its ma-

' nifold Imperfections.' To this I an-

fwer, that that Government may be de-

nominated good, in this relative or com-

parative Senfe, which grants fufficient

Liberty both civil and * religious, to the

* It is remarkable, that the famous Republics of

Antiquity, both of Greece and Rome, never allowed Li-

berty of Confcience, or the Rights of private Judgment

in Matters of religious Wor(hip.---All were obliged ei-

ther to conform to the nonfenfical Superflitions, the

grofs Immoralities, cruel and (hocking Idolatries of the

Religion of the State, or to undergo the moll grievous

Perfecutions, in Cafe of Non-compliance. This I in-

fill on as a Fac"l : And let our modern Republicans dif-

prove it, if they can.

O 2 governed
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Governed to do what is right, agreeably

to the Didtat.es of found Reafon ; and

yet retains Power and Authority enough

to reftain the ill-intentioned, and to

punifh the wrong Doers.—Doubtlefs

many Checks may be introduced into

every Government, for preventing an

Abufe of Power to a great Degree ;
—

and many Expedients may be devifed

for giving Energy to a weak and impo-

tent Conftitution :—Yet, after all, I think

it muft be allowed, that the very ben:

Form of Government for anfwering thole

good Purpofes, feems to be the mixt—
fo mixt, as to partake of the Firmnefs

of a regal Form, and the Credit or Repu-

tation of a popular one. For by fuch

an happy Temperament, many of the

Advantages of both may be obtained,

and their chief Inconveniences be avoided.

But in order to enfure this good End>

and to make it permanent, by keeping a

due Medium between both Extremes, the

Regal and the Popular, a third Power

Should
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mould intervene :—A Power, whofe pe-

culiar Intereft it is, to maintain the Ba-

lance even between the oppofite and con-

tending Parties, and to prevent either of

them getting fuch an Afcendency, as

would render the other ufelefs or unne-

celTary. And fuch a Power can be no

other than an hereditary Nobility inverted

with Privileges of a peculiar Nature, for

erecting a Counter-poi/e. This Institution

here in England is honourably diftin-

guifhed by the Title of an Honje of

Lords ; and is fo conftituted, as to par-

take of the Qualities both of the regal and

of the popular State ; becaufe it would

inevitably lofe by the Lofs or Deflruc-

tion of either of the other two, and yet

be no Gainer by its Exaltation. There-

fore fuch a balancing Power will of

Courfe,— I might fay, it will through

Necejity, throw its Weight into the op-

pofite Scale, if either of the other Powers

ihould be found to preponderate too

much.

And,
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And, my Lord, it was this very Cir-

cumflance, and no other, which pro-

duced the glorious Revolution of 1688.

King James attempted to be arbitrary

:

His Defigns of engroffing all Power to

himfelf, were too apparent to be de-

nied ; and no Remonilrances, however

full of Duty and Refpect, could flop

his Proceedings. Then he was oppofed,

moil juftly oppofed,—not by the People

only, but by the Nobility alfo. Nay,

I might add with the ftri&eft. Truth,

that the Nobility were the Jbremqft, be-

caufe they led the Way in this Affair.

For it cannot be denied, but that they

had originally a much greater Share in?

bringing about this Event, than moft

Commoners, though afterwards they

feemed rather tardy.—Many Proofs and

Evidences might be adduced ; but they

are needlefs.

Let us now fee what Ufe has Mr.

Locke made of this Matter; and how
far,
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jfar, or how well, doth his Syilem com-

port with this plain Narration of in-

terefting Facts. In the 2d Part of his

Treatife on Government, inftead of men-

tioning the three balancing Powers of the

Conjlitution, and of the good Confe-

quences refulting from the Junction of

two of them againft the third, if it

mould attempt to predominate; which

he ought to have done;—he afcribes all

Authority, Power, and Pre-eminence to

the People only, as Cromwell's Level-

lers had done before him. And he links

the Nobility into a total Infignificance,—

never afcribing to them any Right or

Privilege, or even fo much as an Ex-

iftence in the State, any otherwife than

as they make a Part, and a very fmall

one too, of the Mafs of the People,

Nay, in his 19th Chapter, of the Diflb-

hition of Government, he lays down fuch

a Pofition, as annihilates the Houfe of

Lords at once, abfolutely forbiriing us

to acknowledge them, as a Branch of

the
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the Legiflature, difiincl from the People.

His Words are thefe: «' When any one,

" or more, mail take upon them to

" make Laws [whether conjunctively

with the other Branches, or folely by

themfelves, he doth not fay, but mall

take upon them to make Laws] "
J^gf- whom

" the People have not appointed [or e-

*' lecled] fo to do, they make Laws
" without Authority, which the People

" are not therefore bound to obey,—and

" may constitute a new Legijlative, as

" they think bell:." The neceffary Con-

fequence of which is, That an Houfe of

Lords, unlels they will acknowledge,

that they are appointed by, and the Crea-

tures of the People, are a Pack of U-

furpers, who ought at lean: to befet a/ide,

if not to be punifhed for daring thus to

infringe the Prerogatives of their Superi-

ors. A fine LefTon this for your Lord-

fhip, and the whole Body of the Peerage!

But what is full more extraordinary

is,
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is, That this fame Power of the People,

though Lord Paramount over all, is

neverthelefs the moft fleeting and un-

fettled Thing upon Earth. For the Son

is not bound by the Act of the Father,

though it mould be ever fo neceflary for

the Safety and Prefervation of the State.

The young Man, it feems, is no SubjeB

of that Government under which he was

born, and which continued to protect

him : No, he is ftill as free and indepen-

dent a Being, as Robinson Crusoe in

his defert Ifland,—and will ever fo re-

main, till he himfelf mall honour fome

Government or other with his Choice,

by a perfonal and exprefs Agreement with

it. [Compare §. 116, and §. 122, of

the 2d. Part of Mr. Locke together.

See alfo my Confutation thereof, Pages

43 and 48.] An implied Contract in this

Cafe, or what the Civilians term a %uaji-

Contract, is, it feems, no Contract at

all. And a virtual Reprefentation is to

be hooted and fcouted at.—But why?

P And
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And for what Reafon are a Quafi-Con-

tract, and a virtual Reprefentation to be

treated with fuch Derifion and Difdain ?

For a very plain and obvious one,

which Mr. Locke has fuggefted, name-

ly, That were thefe Things to be al-

lowed, it would then follow, that Men
might be bound in Confcience to obey

fuch Laws, to the framing of which

they had not actually or perfonally con-

fented, and to fubmit to thofe Law-

Givers and Magiftrates, whom they had

not elected. And then farewell to the

grand Principle of all, the unalienable

Rights of human Nature!—Babylon

is fallen ! is jalien !

But however ftrange thefe Pofitions

are, I can affure your Lordfhip, that

there are ftranger yet to come. For thefe

fame Rights, unalienable and untrans-

ferable as they are, and the very Pillars

of the Lock ian Caufe, will vanifh in a

Moment, and difappear at once, [like

the bafelefs Fabric of a Vifion] as foon as

ever
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ever the Majority of a Jingle Vote fhall

appear again ft them. For we are told by

the fame Author, and by all his Difci-

ples, that the Majority is to decide againfl

the Senfe of the Minority in all Cafes of

Civil Concerns, and to compel an Obe-

dience. Now this I called a palpable Con-

tradition : And I do not fcruple to give

it ftill the fame Apellation. But what

fay his Advocates and Defenders ? Do
they alfert that theie Points are not Con-

tradictions ? No;—at lead not as yet.

Or do they fo much as attempt to prove,

that they are reconcileable with each o-

ther ? No: In no wife: Inftead thereof,

they have [at lead hitherto] only laid,

" That Mr. Locke did allow, that the

" Majority have a Right to command the

" Minority to obey its Decifions in Civil

" Caufes " And they blame the Dean of

Glocejter for having fuppreffed thefe Paf-

fages, which were explanatory of Mr.

Locke's Meaning.

P 2 Now,
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Now, my Lord, I was fo far from fup-

prefling thefe PafTages, that I quoted them

at full Length in the 6th and ioth Pages of

my Anfwer:—And I iniifted on them, I

appealed to them, I laid all poflible Strefs

upon them in many Places of my Treatifc

[See particularly Pages 31,— 36] And I now
do make them the capital Article of my
Charge againfl: his Doctrine, as what over-

turns itfelf, and deftroys his whole Syftem

of unalienable Rights. Either, there-

fore, thefe boafted Rights are alienable,

or unalienable.— Let Mr. Locke's De-

fenders chufe, which Side of this Ques-

tion they will pleafe to maintain ; and I

am content ;—provided they will adhere

to it, and not fhift about, and be guilty

of thofe Tergiverfations which have hi-

therto appeared in all their Writings. A
Searcher after Truth, and a Practitioner

of L«gerdemain, are very different Cha-

racters. I envy not the latter his Succefs.

As to Mr. Locke, confidered as a

Man
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Man9 it is impoffible for me to have any

perfonal Ill-will againfl him. And con-

lidered as a Writer, I freely own, that

when I was young and unexperienced,

about 20 Years of Age, I efteemed him

as a kind of Oracle both in MetaphyficSj

and Politics, paying him all Kinds of De-

ference fhort of implicit Faith. But when

I arrived at thirty, I began to find, that

he was not that original Author, en-

riching the World with new Difcoveries,

which my unexperienced Youth had ima-

gined, and which very many ftill fuppofe

to be the Cafe. Afterwards, at the Age

of 40, 50, 60, and upwards, I was more

and more convinced from the Labours of

many learned Men, whofe Writings

had ferved to open mine Eyes—and alfo

from mine own Reflection on the natural

^Tendency of his dillinguifhed Tenets, that

his Works had done more Harm, than

Good in the World;—and that there is a

Mixture of Error in the very bed of them,

which difguifes the Truth, and prevents

it from having its proper Effect. Mr.
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*-Mr. Locke is now the Idalof the Free-

thinkers, or les P/iilofophes de France-,

becaufe he fuggefted the Hint, that Mat-

ter is capable of thinking

:

—On which

very Foundation they build all their Su-

per it uclure of atheiftical Materialifm.

Hence, as I was informed by a Perfon

who ought to know, they confider him

as the Head and Founder of their Seel:.

This is undoubtedly doing him no Ho-

nour, but great Injuftice : For he never

intended, that any iuch Inference mould

be drawn from the Premifes. Neverthe-

Jefs though the Man ought to be abfolved

from any Guilt on that Account ; this

cannot amount to a Vindication of his

Doctrine. Therefore, while Charity

leads us to acquit the one, Juftice as

necefTarily obliges us to condemn th§

other

Mr. Locke is alfo now the Idol of the

Levellers of England.—And if your Lord-

fliip mould afk, Why? Or for what

Reafon ?— I will frankly tell you:—In

the
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the 2d. Part of his Treatife on Govern-

ment, he fupplies them with fuch Ma-
terials, as put it in their Power (were his

Scheme to take Effect) to call for thou-

fands and thoufands of Alterations in

the Forms and Modes, Management

and Adminiftration of every Govern-

ment upon Earth, and to unfettle every

Thing. In fhort, his Principles or Por-

tions [whatever were his Intentions] give

them a perpetual Right to fhift and

change, to vary and alter, without End;

That is, without coming to any folid

Eftabliihment, Permanence, or Dura-

tion. Add to all this, that as the rifing

Generation are not bound, (according to

Mr. Locke's Syftem) to acknowledge the

Validity of the A els of their Fathers,

Grandfathers, &c. they mud: of courfe

have a new Set of unalienable Rights of

their own ; for they are perfectly their

own Mafters, abfolutely free, and inde-

pendent of that very Government, under

which they were born. In Confequence of

this,
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this, they alio have a Right to demand as

many new Arrangements and Altera-

tions, as they pleafe, agreably to their

own Tafte and Humour : And if they

are not gratified therein, have a Right

to ftir up new Commotions,, and to

bring about another and another Revo-

lution, Sec. What could the molt en-

thufiaftic Republican wifh for more?

For thefe Reafons, my Lord, I can-

not fubferibe to the modern Notion,

that Mr. Locke's Syftem of Politics

has any Tendency to promote either

genuine Liberty, real Safety, or focial

Happinefs. On the contrary, it is my

firm Opinion, that it can produce no-

thing better than Anarchy and Confu-

iion in every Country, where it is fuf-

fered to operate to its full Extent.

And Experience alas ! but too truly j uni-

fies this Oblervation, wherever his Syf-

tem has had any confiderable Influence.

'1 he poor Inhabitants of North America, of

Geneva, &c. will have Caufe to wifh, that

the
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theLocKiANSyftem had never been known

among them.—But though I am an Infidel

in regard to the Merit of Mr. Locke's

Notion or Maxim of unalienable Rights,

for making perpetual Changes -,—yet

there is another Author, formerly of

fome Reputation in the World, whofe

Maxim I moft cordially adopt; and if

an old Plebeian in his 70th Year, dared

to advife a young Nobleman and Prime

Minifter, not much more than Half as

old, I would earneftly beg Leave to re-

commend it to your Lordfhip to do the

fame -,—namely, to fear God,—and ho-

nour the King,—and not meddle with

thofe who are given to (unneceiTary)

Changes.

With thefe Sentiments I take Leave

of your Lordfhip at prefent

;

And have the Honour to fubfcribe myfelf,

Your Lordship's

Moft faithful humble Servant,

J. TUCKER.
0^
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APPENDIX
TO T H H

FOUR LETTERS
ADDRESSED TO

LORD SHELBURNE.
My Lord,

I
HUMBLY beg Leave to add a few

Paragraphs by Way of Appendix,

occafioned by the feveral Committees,

who are now filling the News-Papers

with their Refolves for a parliamentary

Reformation.

Your Lordmip cannot be ignorant

of the Remark frequently made by

Foreigners, that the EngitJJi Nation is

perpetually agitated by fame political

Storm, or other ; and that the People,

like
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like the tempeftuous Seas that furround

them, can never remain long in a calm,

or tranquil State. What Advantages

have been taken, and efpecially of late,

by crafty and defigning Men of this

national Weaknefs and Imbecility of

Mind, I need not fay.

Rather therefore, as it will be more

for my prefent Purpofe, and as it may

poffibly open the Eyes of fome well-

meaning, but deluded People ; permit

me to attempt to lay before them a

brief State of thofe great national Ob-

jects, which our prefent Race of Patriots

folemnly profefs, they conftantly bear in

Mind, as the End and Aim of all their

Labours;—and then to contraft them

with thofe Meafures, by which they

propofe to obtain fuch important Ends.

By Means of this double View, every

Man of plain Understanding, if not ab-

folutely blinded by Prejudice, or fold to

be a Slave to Party, may eaiily judge

of
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of the Merits, or Demerits of the pre-

fent Endeavours of our modern Re-

formers.

NATIONAL OBJECTS

to be perpetually kept in

yieiv.

TO reform our cor-

rupt and abandoned
Morals, ---to encreafe our

Indultry, and to remove
the Temptations to Vice and

Diflipation, Idlenefs, and

Extravagance, as far as is

pojjible, out of the Way
of the common People, ---

hence alfo to leflen the

Burden of the Poor,-— to

reduce the Price of our

Manufactures, and thereby

to make it the Interest
of other Nations to buy our

Goods, — to contract our

Expences at home and

abroad, as a Means of lef-

fening our Taxes, --- and
to make a Beginning to-

wards the Payment of our

immenfe Debts.

Reflexions,
All thefe are undoubt-

edly great and national Ob-
jects, ever worthy to be

purfued ! and were a re-

forming Spirit of this Na-
(-crc to prevail among us,

we

WAYS and MEANS
propofed by our prcfent

Race of Patriots, for ob-

taining fuch Nat ion Ai.

Oli J LL IS.

AND firft (in Conformity

to the grand Lockian
Principle, that thofe Laws
which bind all, ought to be

a (Tented to by all) to addmany
hundred Thoufands of the

loavift of the People, the moft

indigent, and the tnojl venal

of them, (perhaps fome Mil-

lions) to our eleclioneering

Lift of National Voters.

1 his is propofed as the firft
Step to-zuards reforming our

Morals, and lejfening our

Expences .—Agood Beginning
truly ! ! !

THEN zdly, to create ad-

ditional Reprefentatiaics in

Parliament for all thofe po-

pulous Counties, Cities, and
large Sea-port Tozvns, where
the greateft Numbers of the

above-mentioned poor, mife-

rable and i/enal Creatures

are known to dwell:— Alfo

to appoint new Members for
///' many Ihoufands of
poor yournef-M », Day-La-
bourers, andlew ignorant Me-

chanics
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He could not fail of being

a great and flourifhing

People, numerous, and rich

and happy at home, and

refpefted abroad, whatever
were the Iflues of the pre-

fent war.

—

But, without fuch a Re-

form, let the Terms of

Peace be ever fo glorious,

and were all our Enemies
even to kneel down before

us, and to make every Con-
ceflion we ourfelves fhould

demand ; yet all fuch

fplcndid Victories, toge-

ther with their Confe-

quences, great and diitant

Poiieffions, would foon

prove to be nothing better

than honourable Graves for

interring the Strength,

Power, Population. and
Opulence of Great-Britain.

Such is the Fate of all Con-
quells I Such it ever was

!

Suij t't ipfa Roma t'iribus

rait.

chanics refding in Birming-
ham, Mancheller, Leeds,

Halifax, &c. c5V. and in

every other capital Place of
Manufaclure, — in Order
that they may cxercife their

unalienable Rights of Voting,

as often as any Eletlion Jhall

entice or in-uite them Bet-

ter and better ! ! !

AND laftly, that fuch In-

vitations, or Enticements,

may be as frequent as pojjible,—and to cronxm the Whole

with Jhreivd Specimens of
political Wifdom, deep Fore-

fght, National Oeconomy,

and a general Reformation,

—to efaUift ANNUAL
ELECTIONS,—

Beft of all ! ! !

And now, my Lord, what fliall we

fay to thefe Things ? Can any Scheme

be more worthy of the Patronage of the

honourable Family of the Wrongheads

than this before us ?—A Scheme, where-

in
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in there is fuch a thorough Knowledge

of Human Nature ! Such a finking Con-

formity between the great Ends to be

obtained, and the fapient Means here

propofed for obtaining them ! But I

forbear :—If Fame fays true, your Lord-

fhip hath engaged yourfelf to amft in?

carrying this hopeful Project into Exe-

cution.—For the Sake of yourfelf and

your Country I hope this Report is

falfe : But I fear the worft.

Hpc Ithacui <vdit, 13 magm mercentur Atri/Lr.

FINIS.
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III. CUI BONO? the Third Edition. Proving, that
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